
Activity
Report
2010 – 2011



Green Cross International
Activity Report 2010-11

Coordinated and written by Paul Garwood
Under the guidance of Alexander Likhotal and Adam Koniuszewski

Green Cross International

9-11, rue de Varembé
1202 Geneva
Switzerland
+41 22 789 1662
+41 22 789 1695
www.gcint.org

Design: Camille Pillon

For more information on GCI, please contact Paul Garwood,  
Director of Communications, at paul.garwood@gci.ch



2010 – 2011 Activity Report 1

Activity
Report
2010 – 2011



Green Cross International2



2010 – 2011 Activity Report 1

Table of
Contents

Message from the Founding President, Mikhail Gorbachev  2
Message from the Chairman, Jan Kulczyk  4
Message from the President, Alexander Likhotal  6

What we do
Responding to Climate Change    8
 Climate Change Task Force 8 

Smart Energy  10 
 Introduction  10
 National Organization activities  11
 From the field: Global Green continues support for New Orleans  13

Water for Life and Peace   14
 Introduction  14
 National Organization activities  15
 From the  field: Green Cross provides safe water to African and   

Latin American communities  17

Environmental Security  
and Sustainability  19
 Addressing the environmental consequences of wars and  
        manmade disasters  19
 National Organization activities  21
 From the  field: Green Cross and Blacksmith Institute release  

World’s Worst Pollutants reports  25

Social and Medical Care  26 
 Introduction  26
 National Organization activities  27
 From the  field: Green Cross improves health awareness for children  

from Chernobyl nuclear disaster zone 28

Value Change  29
 Introduction  29
 From the  field:  Environmental Diary spreads hope, awareness  

for our future  30
 National Organization activities  31
 From the  field: Green Cross Spain: Argentina scores goal in its  

Sustainable Sport drive  36

Who we are
Communications, Partnerships and Awards  38
 Publications  38
 Patnerships 38
 Awards  39

Green Cross Global Network Development  40
 Tribute: W angari Maathai’s environmental legacy will continue 

helping the world 41

Green Cross Information  42



Green Cross International2

Message from the
Founding President

We must change today  
to protect tomorrow

Change is the one true constant. This is what I have lived by anyway. I have witnessed great 
change in my lifetime, which now spans over 80 years. 

Some change could be seen immediately as truly positive: the fall of the Berlin Wall – that 
stark, concrete symbol of a world divided into hostile camps – is such an event. It brought 
incredible hope and opportunity to people everywhere, and provided the 1980s with a truly 
jubilant finale. 

In 1989, incredible changes occurred that, just a few years earlier, were deemed impossible. 
But this was no accident. The changes reflected the hopes of that time, and leaders duly 
responded. We brought down the Berlin Wall in the belief that future generations would be 
able to solve challenges together. 

But today, looking at the cavernous gulf between rich and poor, the irresponsibility that 
caused the global financial crisis, and the weak and divided responses to climate change, I am 
not so sure. In fact, I feel bitter. 

There is an ominous lack of vision and ever growing political paralysis today. This is particu-
larly concerning considering the great shifts our world is experiencing. Vision and action is 
needed on many fronts.

But politics remains locked in an “iron cage” of demands and dogmas of neoliberal eco-
nomics, turned obslolete and counterproductive.

Despite these obvious threats, too little “value” change is occurring among politicians and 
business leaders, who have grown accustomed to patterns and dynamics that characterize 
our modern world, the most concerning of which to me is our over-consumption of natural 
resources.

This dilemma is one where Green Cross International is able to demonstrate its relevance. 
Our role is to promote alternatives to conventional wisdom, whether recalibrating our eco-
nomic system so it is less focussed on consumption, to railing against the need for nuclear 
technology in all forms, including military and energy. 

Such change is possible. We have witnessed this across North Africa and the Middle East 
through the Arab Spring. These movements for great part were based on brave, just ideals. 
Fears continue that these gains could be eroded if civil society is not allowed to play a real 
role in preserving and building upon these changes. I have endless praise for people who, for 
decades were passive and had no voice, have now boldly entered the arena of history. These 
vital gains must be preserved.

Similarly, I look at the change that has occurred in the Sudan, where South Sudan came into 
being in 2011, a moment that followed long periods of struggle by its people, who wanted a 
homeland where its multiple beliefs, cultures and traditions could flourish, and be recognized 
by the world. This birth is a fragile one as peace still needs to be fostered and protected here.

These are further examples that illustrates the Green Cross mission. We promote peace 
between people and respect for our planet. Without such respect, peace can’t be achieved. 
The dwindling stocks of fresh water, exploration of fossil fuels, development of nuclear tech-
nology, decimation of our forests and pollution of our atmosphere: these environmental 
travesties, if allowed to continue, will delay, and even derail, efforts for true peace. Water – or 
lack and control of – will act as a catalyst for conflict. Consumption-driven, unsustainable 
models of business and economy will continue to commit two great evils: destroy our planet 
and widen the gap between rich and poor.
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This “bomb” is ticking ever more loudly.  A Green Cross Australia colleague recently told 
of the reaction students today still give when they watch the impassioned call by the then 
13-year-old Severn Suzuki to first Rio Earth Summit in 1992. She does not tell the children 
that Severn’s words were spoken 20 years ago; she leaves that to the end.  After the gob-
smacked pupils finish watching Severn’s crystal clear, eternal and urgent call to political lead-
ers to act to save our Earth, most students ask “when did she say this?” On hearing “1992” 
is the answer, they shriek: “What? 20 years ago.  And we have done nothing about it yet?”

I can understand this sentiment. Yes, much more can be done to defuse the “bomb”, to 
change our ways and set our planet onto a path of sustainability so to provide a healthy 
future for it, our children and generations to come. 

Mighty efforts are being made, by civil society, by some decision-makers, by enlightened 
members of the business community. Opportunities exist, many low-cost, to find alternative 
energy sources that end our reliance on fossil fuels or nuclear power. We know our fresh 
water supply is limited and, also, we know that sustainable systems exist to ensure all people 
are able to achieve that basic Human Right for Access to Water and Sanitation, something 
that came into force only in 2010.

The call made during the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro to create a “Red Cross for 
the environment” translated into the creation of Green Cross International. We have in turn 
started to shine the light on the need to protect our environment. Twenty years later, we 
return to Brazil for another global event, that being the Rio+20 United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development. This event in great part tackles the very same problems we 
confronted in 1992. Therefore, we cannot expect one meeting to offer the silver bullet to 
achieve the changes we need. 

But we cannot let another 20 years pass before we start changing our ways. We need to 
urgently embrace change now, following the examples of millions of Egyptian, Tunisian, Syrian, 
Burmese and other people who have shown, through peaceful action, that change is possible.  
And we, as a global community, have a clear reason to join forces in change: so to protect our 
planet and our future generations. 

German philosopher George Lichtenberg noted: “I cannot say with certainty whether things 
will get better when they change. However, I can say that things have to change in order to 
become better.” 

We need change in order to make the world better. Change of attitudes, values and practices. 
Change in the awareness that our planet is not ours to waste today, but to preserve for 
tomorrow. Change that gives people the means to develop their lives, aspire for better, and 
guarantee peace and potential for their children and grand children.

 Mikhail Gorbachev
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Message from the
Chairman

Embrace sustainability  
to protect our planet 

The convergence of man-made environmental and economic crises has put us all on notice. 
We must ramp up efforts to make all sectors – civil society, business and government – suc-
ceed in sustaining our planet. Otherwise our efforts to nurture anything of social, economic 
or political import will fail to bear fruit if all they have to thrive in is a dying planet.

During the 20th Century the consumption of fossil fuels increased 12 times while the pro-
duction increased 34 times. It is estimated that, bearing in mind the speed in which the natu-
ral resources are consumed, by 2050 we might need more than two planets to sustain us.1 

Our planet’s population is growing at such a rate that sticking to the same economic model 
we use today is unsustainable. We are 7 billion-plus strong, and the environment is buckling 
under our weight. We are witnessing widespread glacier melt across Asia and South America 
where over 1 billion people live.2 Rainforests are being depleted to the extent of 12-15 
million hectares every year.3 CO2 emissions increased in 2010 to record levels.4 Over 900 
million people are going hungry5 and a similar number have no access to safe drinking water.6 
Over 1.3 billion people, 20% of the global population, have no access to electric energy, while 
its consumption in other regions is enormous.7

Imagine these numbers in 2030, less than 20 years from now, when the global population will 
have grown to 8.3 billion, according to United Nations estimates.8

But there are great opportunities that can be realised if leaders of business, economy and 
State support the growing awareness on sustainability in all areas of life. More than ever, a 
willingness to allow civil society, business and government to seriously work together is 
needed to promote sustainability in every respect, particularly environmental and economic. 

This is where Green Cross must keep playing a critical role as an international platform of 
dialogue among environmentalists, politicians and businessmen, raising global and national 
awareness on the issues at hand, particularly the impacts inflicted on humanity and our 
ecosystems: increasing poverty, environmental-related conflicts, rising temperatures, water 
scarcity, over-consumption, deforestation, unplanned urbanization. 

To sustain our planet, we must adopt sustainability in every sense: from the energy we use, to 
the water we drink, the food we eat, the homes we live in, and the environment we cherish. 
Put in this context, traditional economic models seem moot, antiquated, unjust and, above 
all else, unsustainable.

To meet these challenges, we must embrace solutions that exist today. Business must change. 
We need to work more closely with the business sector to help it become more sustainable, 
because “today’s ecology is tomorrow’s economy”.  And this is happening. 

1.  Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and 
Social Committee and the Committee of Regions Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe Brussels, 20.9.2011 
COM (2011) 571 final

2. http://unfccc.int/press/fact_sheets/items/4976.php
3. http://wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/about_forests/deforestation/
4. http://edgar.jrc.ec.europa.eu/news_docs/C02%20Mondiaal_%20webdef_19sept.pdf
5.  http://www.worldhunger.org/articles/Learn/world%20hunger%20facts%202002.htm#Number_of_hungry_peo-

ple_in_the_world
6. http://www.gci.ch/en/water
7. IEA, World Energy Outlook 2011
8. http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/unpp/panel_population
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But to be truly effective, use of renewable and alternative energy technologies and measures 
must grow in the developing world. The South cannot be left behind. If it is, the sustainability 
of our planet is not possible. Sustaining only half the planet will only throw the world further 
out of kilter in environmental, security and economic terms.

Since becoming the Chairman of Green Cross International in 2007, I have witnessed great 
changes globally, within my own country, and even my own business interests.  As a business-
man, I am on a special mission to turn words into action and support realistic strategies. I 
make sure that the investment projects I involved myself in meet the highest standards of 
environmental protection, social considerations and local conditions. “Sustainability” is no 
longer regarded as a concept too hard to understand, achieve, profit from or implement. It 
is becoming mainstream.

To maintain and grow this, the world economy must take an entirely new direction.  A com-
plete shift of our production, distribution and consumption patterns is required. 

This does not mean forgoing economic growth. It means growing economies in ways that 
sustain and regenerate our environment and societies, based on an ecologically-sound eco-
nomic model that is in tune with our needs and aspirations, and not based on consumption 
and waste.

This level of change can only be achieved in a new partnership between governments, civil 
society and business. Market forces alone are not strong enough to achieve such massive 
transformation. Business needs help from supportive regulatory frameworks to stimulate 
demand for sustainable new products and services, subject to a change in consumer behavior 
patterns.

Green Cross must be at the heart of this drive. We need to keep growing our network, in-
creasing our influence and influencing those who make decisions. I was proud to see in 2011 
in my home country of Poland that Green Cross was able to launch its latest fully-fledged na-
tional organization. Expansion is essential if we are to achieve our clearly defined and crucial 
mission: responding to the “nexus” between security, poverty and the environment. In 2012, 
the Rio+20 UN conference will be held to discuss the issues of green economy and sustain-
able development. The utmost goal for us is to identify the obstacles, threats and opportuni-
ties in promoting the environmental, economic and social directions included in Agenda 21.

And we have every motivation to act. 2013 marks our 20th anniversary, a remarkable mile-
stone that vindicates the aspirations of our founder, President Mikhail Gorbachev, to create 
a global organization that could respond to the planet’s challenges. 

These challenges are great, but they can be met. We must build upon Green Cross Interna-
tional’s achievements and agreed policies, especially those concerning preservation of biolog-
ical diversity, climate changes, changes to patterns of consumption and production, combating 
poverty and promoting social and economic development. 

In closing, under my Chairmanship at Green Cross International, our objective moving for-
ward will be to advance our work even further, by using existing international and national 
instruments, to meet today’s great challenges for the betterment of our planet and fellow 
citizens. 

Jan Kulczyk
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Message from the
President

Overcoming challenges  
for a better future

“Break a leg” – what a strange adage that aims to inspire us to perform better, while wishing 
literally something ghastly negative. 

But as I sit now, writing this message with my own leg broken, that strange phrase comes to 
mind, serving as a reminder that the challenges we face should not be perceived as barriers 
to continuing with our work at hand.

This is very much the case for Green Cross International and our global network. We have 
achieved a great deal during 2010 and 2011, despite the period being marked by financial 
crisis, nuclear emergencies and the relentless degradation of our environment.

Our network has much to be proud of. 

More than 40,000 people in Ghana and Bolivia are now receiving safe drinking water thanks 
to our Smart Water for Green Schools programme. 

Our advocacy has been instrumental in pushing major powers, including the United States 
and Russia, toward disposal of chemical weapons. 

Value change is underway and a new generation’s attitudes are being shaped due to the 
environmental awareness growing in Japan, Australia, South Korea and Sri Lanka through the 
Green Lane Environmental Diary campaign. 

Thousands of people in South-East Asia, northern Iraq and areas affected by the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster are receiving health care and other support thanks to Green Cross.

Our advocacy is helping promote smart, renewable and alternative energy sources that can 
help save our planet, stimulate new economies linked with sustainable power, and end our 
reliance on fossil carbon-based fuels as well as nuclear energy. Switzerland and Germany have 
committed to phase out nuclear energy in the next 10–15 years.

And in the wake of Copenhagen and Durban, the expertise and influence we can bring 
through our Climate Change Task Force to bare on the search for consensus changing our 
climate’s future for the better is evident.

The Green Cross network is expanding, with Poland joining the list of countries where fully 
fledged Green Cross national organizations are operating. We must continue such growth as 
a network, while strengthening the support for existing Green Cross family members.

It is clear that the economic crisis will continue to dominate world attention in the years 
to come. But this crisis is a direct result of the unsustainable, consumption-driven economic 
model that has been fostered by the false idols of economic growth. In a period of great 
economic uncertainty, it may seem inappropriate to question the growth imperative. But, 
then again, perhaps a crisis is exactly the occasion to rethink the longer-term goals of global 
economic policy, and the consumption based-model, that has started to “consume” itself.

Look at the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010. BP at the time of 
writing, was expected to pay US$41 billion in recovery costs . The quest for unsustainable, 
fossil fuel-derived revenues has resulted in costing the company a fortune.

At Fukushima, the bill is estimated to reach US$128.5 billion (Roubini Global Economics). On 
top, large healthcare costs could result from the radioactivity.

Time has come for real change, not mere adjustments and tinkering with management up-
scaling. We need a dramatic increase in resource productivity, a reduced reliance on fossil 
fuels and a switch to alternative and renewable sources of energy. 

Greening the economy is just one part of what must be a multi-layered response. We can-
not be fooled into thinking such “economic greening” will be the silver bullet for sustainable 
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development. Rather, this is just a step on the road towards sustainability. The global com-
munity must invest equal energy in securing peace, eradicating poverty and protecting our 
natural resources.

I want to praise all my Green Cross national colleagues for keeping the Green Cross flag 
flying high in the face of the multifaceted crises we encounter. I acknowledge the difficulties 
they, and other members of civil society, face to fulfil their mission and activities.  And des-
pite this, I am heartened to see that grassroots action is emerging and developing in Russia,  
Belarus, Western Europe and the US, contributing to the prerequisites needed for a neces-
sary change of the international system.

Where do we go from here? The coming years offer great opportunities to Green Cross to 
solidify our gains, expand on them and, in some cases, reinvigorate our efforts.

On a day-to-day work level, we need to strengthen and expand our key programme areas 
dealing with water, energy, value change, social and medical care, and environmental security 
and sustainability. To face the challenges in front of us, we must remain relevant and vital. 

In 2012, major events such as the World Water Forum in March and Rio+20 in June will take 
place, leading us towards Green Cross International’s 20th anniversary in 2013.

I hope these events will be powerful and substantive ones. But more importantly, they should 
be seen as a launching pad for the future. It won’t be good enough if these events just pro-
duce another list of good wishes.

Should this happen, it will not be long before we see a new “Oliver Cromwell,” someone who 
had no time for drama or light entertainment, to stand up and tell assembled negotiators and 
politicians: “You have sat too long for any good you have been doing lately... depart, I say; and 
let us have done with you. In the name of the planet, go!” 

We have come so far so let’s make sure that the Green Cross family will continue rising to 
the challenges that face us and to offer hope and vision for the future of our planet and our 
Human Race.

So, in the most positive of senses, “BREAK A LEG”! 

Alexander Likhotal
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Responding to
Climate Change

Climate Change Task Force

Climate change continues to pose the greatest threat to human kind. But despite unparalleled 
global awareness of this reality, the level of action being taken to respond to the global warm-
ing challenge has been grossly unsatisfactory. During 2010 and 2011, the Climate Change Task 
Force (CCTF), hosted by Green Cross International (GCI), lent its voice to the clarion call 
advocating for urgent action to reverse the “downward” climate trend and its resultant ill-
effects on the planet and its many species of life, including humanity. 

Stronger and more frequent extreme weather events, like flooding, drought and severe 
storms; desertification; rising sea levels; acidification of oceans; and Himalayan and polar ice 
melts are but a few of the “natural” side effects of climate change that impact greatly on the 
survival of people throughout the world.  Access to food and safe water, and protection from 
disasters, are threatened as a result. The threat of insecurity and conflict is increased.

The CCTF held its inaugural meeting on 5 October 2009 in the presence of United Na-
tions Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. In the short time following, the CCTF’s membership, 
practices and outputs have been developed and honed. Heads of State, climate and sustain-
ability experts, economists and leaders on international affairs from developing and developed  
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countries have, through the CCTF, collaborated actively to offer a collective, rationalized view 
on the economic, environmental and political measures needed to respond to the climate 
threat.

Building upon the underlying idea of the need for systemic and all-embracing response to 
climate change, the CCTF’s work in these past two years has been focussed on its efforts to 
encourage high-level decision makers to take a bolder stance on fighting climate change. In 
doing so, the members of the CCTF have met heads of State and government of the United 
States of America, Russia, Germany, the United Kingdom, Japan and Lebanon to name a few, 
promoting a holistic response to the climate change threat, not one that focuses only on 
economic, political or environmental options in isolation of the others.

The CCTF’s work in 2010-11 has been driven by its threefold mission, first of which is to 
urge governments to maximise opportunities offered by the international climate change 
process, namely the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
to secure a global deal that responds to the threats our planet faces. The second aim is to 
“recalibrate” the international response to climate change to respond to the dangers faced 
by human security and development. Third, the CCTF promotes the active engagement of 
civil society in the search for appropriate and adequate solutions to the challenges of climate 
change. The overall objective of the Task Force is to build the critical mass needed for a deep-
rooted societal change that can first contain, and then reverse, the effects of climate change. 

CCTF members, including GCI Founding President Mikhail Gorbachev, have gathered sev-
eral times during 2010-11 to develop and refine its milestone first Statement, including in  
September 2011, in Geneva, Switzerland. Participation in the CCTF meetings has included 
civil society leaders and members of the Clubs of Rome and Madrid working with Nobel 
laureates, climatologists, economists and politicians to shape new thinking and approaches to 
the global warming challenge. 

Representatives from the CCTF and Green Cross network have also participated in UN-
FCCC events, such as the Durban conference in late 2011, supporting civil society and  
science-based approaches to tackling the challenges of over-consumption, unsustainable de-
velopment, and ensuring population growth on a planet with finite natural resources.

By the beginning of 2012, the CCTF developed an important Statement of the High-level Task 
Force on Climate Change. The CCTF, through this Statement, has clearly identified the main 
drivers of our changing, warming climate and the clear actions that all sectors and walks of life 
must take so to stave off further deterioration of our climate system and ecological heritage.

Through the Statement, the CCTF urges action on:

• Cutting CO2 and other greenhouse gas emissions rapidly and urgently limiting the scale 
and impact of future climate change;

• Restoring ecosystems, including oceans and forests, and preserving natural capital to en-
able the planet to sequester carbon;

• Enabling vulnerable countries to quickly adapt to the impacts already being felt by climate 
change so to safeguard them from extreme weather events and resultant emergencies;

• Reorienting economies onto a more sustainable path and improving financing of mitiga-
tion and adaption;

• Investing in science and technology in order to find radical solutions to the climate 
change challenge.

Deep cuts in emissions and active policies are urgently needed to sequester carbon from 
the atmosphere. Intransigence by many countries, particularly the major polluters, is evident. 
Consumption-driven models of economic growth are holding sway, and if they continue to do 
so, the world is likely to witness increased – not the required reduced – emissions of CO2, 
methane and other substances into the atmosphere, a result that would lead to dangerous 
temperature rises. Political will and vision is needed to make the needed economic and politi-
cal changes required for reversing the climate change threat. 
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Smart Energy

Introduction

The Green Cross Smart Energy programme is working to promote energy efficiency and 
conservation, as well as the development and deployment of alternative, renewable sources 
of energy, like solar and wind, and reverse the reliance on fossil fuels and nuclear technology.  
We work to advocate energy solutions that provide the power that communities need and 
address the threats of global warming and rising levels of CO2 and other greenhouse gases.

While many developed and expanding economies consume ever-increasing amounts of fossil 
fuels, over 1.3 billion, or 20% of the global population, live without access to electricity. Green 
Cross works to address this imbalance by advocating for the fair distribution of energy to 
ensure renewable power sources are available to all.

During 2010 and 2011, Green Cross National Organizations have been actively advocating 
alternative energy solutions in their own countries. Many of these actions – either school-
based, set in communities or targeted at business and government – have the potential to be 
applied in many other locations.

Smart Energy solutions, like solar and wind power, can be mainstreamed and readily “ex-
ported” to more and more countries so to “grow” the amount of renewable and alterna-
tive power sources that exist, and cut back on the risks associated with conventional fuels, 
namely depletion of natural resources and emissions of climate warming gases such as CO2 
and methane. 
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Green Cross Argentina co-hosts  
sustainable energy conference

As part of its climate change activities, Green Cross Argen-
tina co-organized a conference on sustainable energy and 
architecture at the Universidad de Belgrano in Buenos Aires 
on 30 June 2010. The Belgrano university and energy firm 
Bhaskar Solar were the other main organizers of the event 
which attracted noted speakers including Steven Strong, an 
expert in sustainable construction.

Green Cross Future Sparks project motivates  
youth to promote clean energy in Australia

Australia has one of the planet’s highest per capita green-
house emissions. The challenge to shift towards a clean en-
ergy mix is a big one. Green Cross Australia worked during 
2010 and 2011 to develop an innovative partnership to host 
the world’s largest clean energy primary school video com-
petition, which was launched in 2012. 

Working with the Clean Energy Council which represents 
all major clean energy projects across Australia, and national 
science agency CSIRO’s Education Group, Green Cross is 
building a platform to enable tens of thousands of students 
to vote for their favourite videos that showcase clean en-
ergy technologies and solutions. Future Sparks will enable 
schools to learn about clean energy developments.

Green Cross Denmark develops  
digital toolbox to promote sustainable business

A new digital toolbox to help small businesses promote 
environmental sustainability has been designed by Green 
Cross and partners in Denmark during 2011.

The CleEn21 project is a collaborative effort involving 
Green Cross Denmark, the Association of Danish Industry, 
University of Aalborg and Environmental Protection Agency 
of Denmark, and funded by Life+.

The toolbox will consist of 10 tools, six of which are sched-
uled to be piloted by 15 small enterprises in early 2012. 
The software will ensure sustainability in every aspect of 
a company’s operations, including energy use, production, 
transport and packaging.

The plan is for up to 500 small businesses in Denmark to 
implement the CleEn21 toolbox by the end of 2013, before 
adapting it at a later date to suit other languages and busi-
ness practices. 

Global Green promotes energy efficiency  
in West Coast US cities

Our US chapter, Global Green, supported the cities of 
Mountain View, home of Google, and Malibu in 2011 to 
adopt green building codes, resulting in greater energy ef-
ficiency for businesses and residents. 

Global Green also works on green building projects through 
its Green Urbanism Programme and helps developers earn 

certification from LEED, or Leadership in Energy and En-
vironmental Design, which is an internationally recognized 
standard giving building owners and operators a framework 
to identify and implement practical and measurable green 
building design, construction, operations and maintenance 
solutions. 

Global Green celebrated the completion in the Bay Area 
of three LEED Platinum and three LEED Gold Habitat for 
Humanity townhomes that it supported. It also certified 
three sustainable planning projects through the new LEED 
for Neighborhood Development rating system, the high-
est number of projects certified by any organization in the 
country through this system that combines smart growth, 
walkable urbanism and green building.

New Orleans schools cut power costs  
thanks to Global Green US

In New Orleans, Global Green completed work on four 
green seed schools to save the school district nearly 
US$100,000 annually on electricity costs and celebrated the 
opening of Global Green’s first official Model Green School 
– the Andrew H. Wilson Elementary School.

Global Green lifts lid on carbon emissions  
to fight climate change

To respond to climate change, Global Green unveiled in 
2011 the first model City Carbon Index, designed to inform 
citizens on actions that can be taken to reduce a city’s car-
bon emissions. 

Global Green led a national campaign to update the model 
residential building code, resulting in the largest jump in en-
ergy savings in the code’s history. 

With environmental coalition partners, Global Green 
worked in 2010 to defeat Prop 23, a deceptive initiative that 
would have killed California clean energy and air pollution 
control standards. Celebrated the passage of The Better 
Buildings Law AB 758, signed by Gov.  Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger, which will require the California Energy Commission 
(CEC) to develop an energy efficiency programme for all 
existing residential and commercial buildings.

Green Cross Pakistan seeks solutions to country’s 
energy crisis 

As part of a campaign to respond to Pakistan’s great power 
challenges, Green Cross staged a September 2011 work-
shop in Lahore to promote renewable, alternative energy 
solutions for the South Asian nation.

Green Cross Pakistan staged a seminar titled: Energy Crisis 
in Pakistan.  Alternative Energy Solutions.  Almost 50 renew-
able and bio-energy experts and professionals from Paki-
stan, Nepal and the Maldives attended the event, which was 
co-organised with the University of Punjab in Lahore and 
University of Agriculture in Faisalabad.

National Organization activities
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“Availability and use of electricity and fuel is a major con-
cern for Pakistan. People go without electricity for half of 
the day, even more. New, sustainable initiatives are needed 
to respond to the country’s energy crisis,” said Masood  
Ul-Haq of Green Cross Pakistan. 

During the last four years, energy shortages have become 
a grave issue in Pakistan, and fanned public discontent. The 
energy crisis affects all parts of the country, where almost 
70% of the population live in villages and small towns where 
electricity can be unavailable up to 20-24 hours per day.

Green Cross promotes renewable power  
at international event in Poland

Green Cross Poland prepared the entire plenary session 
on the environment that was staged during the Internation-
al Renewable Energy Congress Greenpower2011, held in 
Warsaw on 5 October 2011.

The Green Cross session dealt with the green economy, 
good business practices in environmental protection, ener-
gy efficiency, the global power industry and climate change, 
industry versus environmental protection, social aware- 
ness in Poland on development of the green economy, and 
the responsibility of Polish businesses for environmental 
protection. 

Green Cross Poland also worked in 2011 with counter-
parts in the Ukraine and Belarus to promote the develop-
ment of renewable energy sources, staging seminars and 
workshops with scientists, entrepreneurs and civil society 
representatives.

Green Cross Poland launches project  
to rate power manufacturers 

Green Cross Poland has embarked on a project to rate 
how much energy Polish power manufacturers are produc-
ing from renewable energy sources. The goal of the project 
is to grade their performance on greenhouse gas emission 
reduction, production and the composition of their fuels.

Green Cross Poland also undertook a May 2011 survey to 
diagnose Polish business attitudes towards environmental 
protection.

Green Cross operates innovative electricity- 
producing biogas project near Moscow 

The Green Cross Russia-implemented biogas project,  
located on a cattle farm near Moscow, is generating electri-
city through one of the world’s most efficient, environmen-
tally friendly and low-cost methods.

Green Cross assembled the facility during 2010, and on 25 
June 2011 the biogas project was inspected and formally 
endorsed by the Russian Academy of Agricultural Science, 
including the Academy’s president. 

This patented “Green Cross Method” for producing elec-
tricity relies on the burning of a mixture of biogas com-
posed of C02 and methane, which are removed from cattle 
manure by a fermentation process. Burning these harmful 
greenhouse gases offers an effective means to combat cli-
mate change and global warming.  Any leftover material is 
converted into organic fertilizer.

Plans are underway to build a larger pilot biogas facility us-
ing the same approach during 2012, which would generate 
larger amounts of electricity. 

Sri Lanka’s Green Cross Solar Park keeps  
lighting Colombo nights 

Green Cross support for a landmark Sri Lankan park that 
relies on renewable energy continued in 2010-11, with the 
organization planting tree saplings to prevent soil erosion 
caused by strong daytime sea winds.

Green Cross Solar Park was constructed on Wellawatta 
Beach in the capital, Colombo, in 2007, thanks to Green 
Cross Japan funding. Solar energy powers lighting and other 
services in the park, which is a popular open space.

Green Cross participates in Spain’s  
Coalición Clima platform

Green Cross Spain participated in 2010-11 in the Coalición 
Clima (Climate Coalition), a network comprising over 30 
entities concerned about the impacts climate change is hav-
ing on global ecosystems and societies worldwide. The co-
alition includes environmental organizations, trade workers, 
scientific and research bodies and consumer groups.
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Global Green continues support for New Orleans 

Six years after New Orleans was ravaged by 
Hurricane Katrina, the city still receives strong 
support from Global Green USA.

“There are more green single family affordable 
housing units being built in New Orleans than 
any other city in the US – Global Green has been 
proud to be at the forefront of this sustainable 
renaissance, and revolution,” said Matt Petersen, 
President and CEO of Global Green.

In 2011, Global Green launched Nola Wise  
Initiative with Mayor Landrieu and actor Wendell Pierce. This multi-year programme 
funded by the US Department of Energy in partnership with New Orleans is de-
signed to help homeowners lower energy use, save money, and create sustainable 
green jobs.

Global Green in 2010 also announced US$3.2 million in funding from the Federal 
government and philanthropists to build the 9th Ward’s first community centre. It 
also teamed-up with Historic Green to weatherize homes in the same area.

In 2010 alone, over 10,000 people were received at the Holy Cross Project Visitor 
Centre, providing hands-on training and ways to build energy efficient homes.

Global Green provided technical assistance, Greenit-Yourself Workshops and educa-
tion to New Orleans residents and homeowners rebuilding their homes through the 
Build It Back Green programme. 

The Voice of the Wetlands Tour was also sponsored by Global Green, featuring the  
bayou’s biggest musical acts raising awareness and support for restoring the wetlands. 

From the field

Global Green USA working in New Orleans
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Water for
Life and Peace

Introduction

About one in eight people worldwide – 900 million people – have no access to safe-drinking 
water, and 2.6 billion lack basic sanitation services. Water shortages and pollution cause ma-
jor public health problems, curb development and harm ecosystems. More children die from 
diarrhoea caused by dirty water and lack of sanitation than from malaria, measles, and HIV/
AIDS combined.

If well used and managed, enough water exists on the planet for everyone. Yet this finite 
resource is not equally distributed nor adequately conserved. Lack of proper governance 
to manage increasingly scarce water resources gives rise to tensions and conflicts over its 
access and control.

In 2010 and 2011, Green Cross International and our global network have actively – and effec-
tively – responded to these challenges through tireless advocacy and practical on-the-ground 
projects, namely: implementation of the Right to Water and Sanitation, ratification of the UN 
Watercourses Convention and expansion of our Smart Water for Green Schools project.

A groundbreaking highlight in the quest to ensure all people have access to water and sanita-
tion occurred in 2010, when the UN General Assembly, followed by the UN Human Rights 
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Council, affirmed that safe-drinking water and sanitation are human rights. Green Cross was 
a leading advocate in the coming into being of this Right, which was first called for by Bolivia 
in 2005. The task at hand now is to ensure this right is better defined and realized.

Green Cross plays its part by providing sustainable access to safe drinking water to people 
in Ghana and Bolivia, with similar plans for China and more countries in the future. Launched 
in Ghana in 2010, our flagship Smart Water for Green Schools project has given around 
40,000 people sustainable water supplies in its first two years. We equip schools and com-
munities with rainwater harvesting systems, wells and boreholes, and also provide ecological 
sanitation facilities and educational content. 

Bolivia was the second country to come online with the Smart Water for Green Schools 
project, as similar initiatives were launched in the South American country’s Rio Grande and 
Yapacaní River Basins in mid-2011. 2012 will mark our first foray with the project into Asia, 
in a small town in China’s Lufeng County of Yunnan Province. 

The world’s water crisis is not related just to the physical access and availability of water. It 
is also the result of unbalanced power relations, poverty and related inequalities. It is exac-
erbated by unchecked climate change, population growth, rising demand, pollution and inef-
ficient, poor management of this precious resource. 

The second major area of our advocacy is to promote the coming into force and imple-
mentation of the 1997 UN Watercourses Convention, the only global legal framework to 
govern and manage the world’s 276 cross-border watercourses. Some 145 countries share 
these rivers and the groundwater linked to them. Their basins are home to 40% of the 
planet’s human population. But only 40% of international watercourses are covered by of-
ficial agreements on how to share and manage them, many of which are unsatisfactory. These 
weaknesses must be addressed if we are to tackle global challenges such as climate change 
and growing water demands.

Thirty-five countries must ratify the UN Watercourses Convention for it to come into 
force. So far, 24 countries have done so, including Burkina Faso, Morocco and France dur-
ing 2010 and 2011. Implementing the Convention will promote integrated water resources 
management, fair use and environmental protection of international watercourses, promote 
regional integration and support sustainable development around the world.  As a framework 
convention, it also encourages the adoption of basin-specific agreements and provide com-
prehensive, multi-level governance to these watersheds.

Green Cross International’s Water for Life and Peace programme addresses the interrelated 
concerns of security, environment and poverty when it comes to sharing water resources. 

Backed by our Founder Mikhail Gorbachev, we have been leading international efforts with 
partners such as World Wildlife Fund, Women for Water and the Global Water Partnership 
to help the UN Watercourses Convention enter into force in 2012.

We launched campaigns in West Africa, South America and Europe, working hand-in-hand 
with Green Cross National Organizations in France, Italy, Poland, Argentina, Ghana, Ivory 
Coast and Burkina Faso. During 2010 and 2011, we actively participated in international 
events held in sub-Saharan Africa to promote the Convention and win support for efforts 
to ratify it.

Green Cross releases book on the  
Argentinian water situation

Green Cross Argentina launched a major 
publication titled Agua: Panorama General en 
Argentina (Water: Overview in Argentina) 
in 2011. The book contains studies and the 
latest research on key issues around water 
resources in Argentina, such as consump- 
tion, pollution and its link to sustainable 
development.

The Spanish-language publication has 
three parts dealing with water in the con-
text of human development; an overview 

of the water situation in Argentina; and the impacts of pol-
lution and urbanization on the South American country’s 
water.

The book’s authors are Green Cross Argentina President 
Marisa  Arienza and project director Carlos Miguel Marschoff, 
along with Uruguayan environmental science specialist  
Andres Carsen Pittaluga, and Miguel A. Gomez, a University 
of Buenos Aires engineering professor who develops and 
implements water management and protection projects.

“You have to educate the population to change cultural  
patterns towards unjustifiable waste of water”, said Marisa 
Arienza of Green Cross.

National Organization activities
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Green Cross improves water, sanitation  
conditions for people in Burkina Faso

In collaboration with Green Cross Burkina Faso, Green 
Cross Italy has completed a project in several villages of 
Yatenga Province in 2010 to ensure access to safe drink-
ing water, sanitation and hygiene for the local population 
and improve agricultural productivity. Green Cross built 21 
wells and ecological latrines for local communities, 50% of 
which are children.

Green Cross Spain hosts annual  
International Dialogues on World Water Crisis

Green Cross Spain continued staging its annual International 
Dialogues on the World Water Crisis during the past two years, 
focusing in 2010 on the theme of “Cooperation around 
water and biodiversity” and, in 2011, on “Food and water 
security.”

Since 2005, Green Cross Spain has used the Dialogues to 
debate key issues concerning water. The 2010 and 2011 
editions, both held during December in Madrid, attracted 
representatives from United Nations agencies, civil society 
groups, labour movements, the private sector and media.

To coincide with the 2010 International Year of Biodiver-
sity, Green Cross Spain focused the Dialogue on “Coopera-
tion around Water and Biodiversity”, looking at the relation-
ships between water, biodiversity and development of the 
poorest societies.  A common theme during discussions was 
the need for agreed upon management and governance of 

shared water resources, something Green Cross promotes 
in its UN Watercourses Convention campaign. 

In 2011, the Dialogue dealt with food and water security,  
focusing on the links between water and essential produc-
tive activities, such as agriculture, livestock, fishing and for-
estry. Speakers tackled issues including global famine and 
thirst, how financial markets impact food production and 
availability, and the role of technology in addressing lack of 
food. Participants included Enrique Yeves of the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization’s Spain office, trade union 
representative Ángel Muñoa, and representatives from 
civil society groups such as Oxfam and Engineers without  
Frontiers.
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Green Cross provides safe water to African 
and Latin American communities 

Green Cross International worked in 2010 and 
2011 to help communities in Africa and Latin 
America cope with scarcity of safe water and 
lack of sanitation through our flagship Smart Wa-
ter for Green Schools project.

The project is a practical example of how 
Green Cross promotes peace and the  
fulfilment of basic Human Rights by providing 

water and advocacy for sharing this vital resource. 

Smart Water for Green Schools supports people in realizing their right to safe-drink-
ing water and sanitation, which was historically recognized as such in 2010 by the 
United Nations following a decade of advocacy, including by Green Cross.

Through the project, Green Cross provides rainwater harvesting systems, wells and 
boreholes, to villages and towns in need. It is also providing more and more commu-
nities with sanitation facilities, including latrines, and educational content. 

Smart Water for Green Schools was piloted in Ghana in 2010. Two years later, more 
than 20 communities in the West African country, homes to around 35,000 people, 
have had sustainable water systems installed thanks to this project. Plans for further 
expansion in Ghanaian villages were drawn up in 2011 for implementation the next 
year.

Green Cross Sweden-backed education  
programme on water use and conflicts 

Green Cross Sweden developed a distance education 
programme, primarily for high school students, to impart 
knowledge on water conflicts and the use of global resourc-
es. During 2010, Green Cross Sweden developed distance-
learning materials for students to follow the programme 
online. In 2011, the programme expanded to include an 
online interactive role-playing “game” platform enabling stu-
dents at different schools to interact on issues like conflict 
mitigation and cooperation.

Green Cross Information Office enhances water,  
environmental education and conservation in Taiwan

Intensive efforts are ongoing in Taiwan to conserve water 
through a Green Cross-backed initiative to reduce people’s 
“water footprints”.

Taiwan is prone to frequent droughts, even though it re-
ceives one of the highest annual rainfalls in the world. Sur-
veys show that Taiwanese consume 200,000 litres of water 
every month, nearly twice the global average.

To better conserve water, the Information Office designed 
and operates Taiwan’s first water footprint calculator, avail-
able both online and as a downloadable application.

In 2010, the mobile Green Water Elementary School was 
launched to promote water conservation to Taiwanese chil-
dren. Fun lectures, hands-on activities and games have been 
used to teach around 9,000 children at over 100 schools.

In 2011, an adult training centre, called the ENVI School, 
was launched to provide a comprehensive education pro-
gramme for participants dealing with water, energy, ecology, 
plant life and other topics.

Green Cross backs call for countries  
to ratify UN Watercourses Convention

Green Cross participated in several high-level events during 
2010 and 2011 to promote ratification of the UN Water-
courses Convention. 

In October 2010, Green Cross International presented 
at the 8th World Forum for Sustainable Development in 
N’Djamena, Chad, the main topic of which was to “Save 
Lake Chad”. Green Cross promoted the role of legal gov-
ernance through the UN Watercourses Convention for a 
sustainable development of the Lake Chad Basin. The Forum 
committed to consider ratification of the Convention.

A year later in Bamako, Mali, Green Cross staged a round-
table on the relevance of the Convention the during the 
“Solidarity for water in Niger Basin countries” forum, an 
event organized by the Chirac Foundation and the govern-
ment of Mali. The outcome of this event saw water minis-
ters of the Niger Basin’s nine countries urge their govern-
ments to ratify the Convention.

Campaigns led by Green Cross Ghana and Green Cross 
Ivory Coast are ongoing in their respective countries to 
have their governments ratify the Convention, in partner-
ship with civil society partner CONIWAS in Ghana, and the 
National Water Partnership in Côte d’Ivoire.

Green Cross and the World Wildlife Fund are also support-
ing efforts by the High Commissioner of the Senegal River 
Organisation (OMVS) to raise awareness on the added- 
value of the Convention among the four countries sharing 
the Senegal River: Senegal, Mauritania, Mali and Guinea.

From the field

Green Cross-built water tank in Bolivia.
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“Smart Water for Green Schools will go a long way in helping address the water 
situation in schools and communities in Ghana and around the world where GCI is 
present”, said Green Cross Ghana President Mubarick Masawudu.

In Kenya, Green Cross Sweden and Denmark are building Smart Water for Green 
School water systems in the country’s Rift Valley, the scene of inter-tribal violence 
in 2007-2008. The project, implemented by the Green Belt Movement, will provide 
rainwater harvesting tanks and improved sanitation to two local schools. 

Our Green Cross chapter in Bolivia is also playing a key role in the project’s expan-
sion into Latin America. In mid-2011, Green Cross Bolivia, working closely with GCI’s 
Water for Life and Peace Programme, began installing ecological latrines and rainwa-
ter harvesting projects in 16 small rural communities in the Santa Cruz department’s 
Vallegrande and Gutierrez areas, which are linked to the country’s Rio Grande and 
Yapacaní River Basins (part of the larger Amazon Basin). Some 400 pupils now enjoy 
sanitation and sustainable safe drinking water supplies at school as a result. Smart 
Water for Green Schools is set to expand into communities in Cordillera Province of 
Santa Cruz Department in 2012.

“We are very happy to have these tanks built, which will store water”, said Esperanza 
Garcia, from Vallegrande. “They are also building dry latrines, which are very good and 
we hope that there are enough for everyone. It is a very important step as water is 
needed for everything. It is needed for our homes, our hygiene. This will benefit us a 
lot.”

Bolivia has one of South America’s lowest water and sanitation coverage levels, as 
well as having low quality services. Other problems it faces are low access to water in 
rural areas, pollution and reduced quantity of water due to climate change.

In Argentina, Green Cross has been raising funds to establish a rainwater harvesting 
system at a school in Quimili, Santiago del Estero province, to ensure water is avail-
able during the dry season. 

Green Cross works closely with local authorities in countries it operates to identify 
communities selected for support by Smart Water for Green Schools. Several of our 
national organizations, such as Sri Lanka, Burkina Faso and Ivory Coast, are also in-
volved in implementing and planning Smart Water for Green Schools projects in their 
countries. Other Green Cross National Organizations, such as Australia, Italy, France, 
Poland and Spain, have provided funding and educational materials to support the 
Smart Water project in Ghana.

During 2011, Green Cross International’s Water for Life and Peace programme has 
also developed a Smart Water project for 2012 implementation in China’s Heinigou 
in Yunnan Province. Over 400 people will benefit from the project, which marks the 
first time the project has been rolled out in Asia.

Thanks to all of our partners: Giorgio Armani, Pureology and TAG Heuer for 
supporting the Smart Water for Green Schools project.
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Environmental
Security and
Sustainability

Addressing the environmental  
consequences of wars and manmade disasters

The past two years offered the world ample reminders of the real and present dangers we 
face from man-made threats to our “human” and environmental security, and the actions 
needed to make our planet and population more sustainable. Names like Fukushima, Cher-
nobyl and Reykjavik chimed like warning bells throughout 2011, giving the world pause on 
the risks still posed today by nuclear technology and its civilian and military applications.

Japan’s 11 March 2011 earthquake and tsunami were tragedies inflicted by nature. The re-
sultant rupture of the coastal Fukushima nuclear power plant was avoidable, as it has been 
proven over and over that the world does not need nuclear technology. This tragedy, as 
Green Cross spelled out in its statement Fukushima and the Future of Nuclear Power, was 
the clearest signal yet that we need to embrace safer and more sustainable forms of energy.
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A reminder of the folly of nuclear technology came just a month later when the world 
marked the 25th anniversary of the Chernobyl nuclear plant emergency, a terrible accident 
that still today causes illness and deformities in many people living in contaminated communi-
ties in Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, Moldova, and beyond.

Another quarter century anniversary arrived later in 2011 when we – and the world – 
marked the 11-12 October 1986 summit held by Presidents Mikhail Gorbachev and Ronald 
Reagan in the Icelandic capital of Reykjavik. The meeting marked a turning point in world his-
tory that reversed the nuclear arms escalation that had threatened the world for a genera-
tion, thus paving the way for the end of the Cold War. The summit also showed that, despite 
entrenched political viewpoints and in the face of seemingly insurmountable obstacles, lead-
ers can take bold decisions for the good of all humanity. Sadly, today, some 20,000 nuclear 
weapons still exist in nine countries, along with over 20,000 tons of chemical agents still 
awaiting destruction in the US and Russia alone.

Following the recommendations of the GCI council, the board of directors has reframed 
the scope of the Environmental Security and Sustainability Programme to expand beyond its 
traditional focus on military security-threat to also tackle the related challenges of environ-
mental contamination by toxic substances. 

While the Fukushima nuclear plant was still leaking radioactive material into the sea, land and 
air, Green Cross actively worked with lawmakers in Switzerland who, on 28 September 2011, 
voted to end construction of new nuclear energy plants, phase out existing nuclear reactors 
and pursue alternative and renewable sources of power. Politicians in Germany took a simi-
lar bold and far-sighted step committing to phase out nuclear power plants during the next 
decade. But concern was raised again in early 2012 in the United States, when authorities 
approved licenses to build two new nuclear reactors on American soil, the first construction 
permits in over 30 years. 

Security-wise, we have focused primarily on weapons of mass destruction – nuclear, chemical, 
and biological – with the ultimate goal of abolishing them. We supported the demilitariza-
tion of both nuclear and chemical weapons, and related strategic launch systems – missiles, 
submarines, and bombers – as well as silos, plus all toxic materials that go with them: heavy 
metals, cancer-causing PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls) and other hazardous materials.

In 2011, we continued facilitating the ongoing demilitarization of chemical weapons stock-
piles. Green Cross managed a public outreach and information office in Izhevsk, the capital 
of Russia’s Udmurt Republic, and helped Russia and its global partners build a seventh de-
militarization facility to destroy over 5,000 tons of nerve and blister agents stockpiled in the 
Udmurt city of Kizner. 

We also worked at the international level, organizing and managing a global coalition of NGOs 
to participate in implementing the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) in The Hague. We 
helped bring more countries under CWC auspices and encourage State parties to fully imple-
ment the Convention and other arms control and verification agreements.  A large CWC 
Coalition meeting was organized in late November at the 16th annual OPCW Conference of 
States Parties in The Hague, and Green Cross chaired an “Open Forum” for NGOs. 

Drawing from the Fukushima and Chernobyl catastrophes, we addressed the relationship 
between nuclear fuel and proliferation. Green Cross participated in US and international 
coalitions, namely the Nuclear Weapons Working Group (NWWG), which focuses on US 
nuclear weapons policies, and the Fissile Material Working Group (FMWG), that aims to 
secure all weapons-grade nuclear materials (High Enriched Uranium and Plutonium). We are 
actively helping plan an NGO experts’ forum at the 2nd Nuclear Security Summit in Seoul, 
South Korea, in March 2012, just as we did in 2010 in Washington DC.

Pollution-wise, we have been addressing in a preventive and responsive way major global 
challenges related to old chemicals, mercury, lead and uranium. Mercury and persistent or-
ganic pollutants (POPs) are highly toxic and mobile substances. POPs are banned by the 
Stockholm Convention, a treaty that aims to protect human health and the environment 
from these chemicals. 

There have been improvements with more countries taking action against these toxic 
threats, but progress on a global scale has been too slow. Green Cross is actively working to 
push the agenda forward, draw attention to overlooked environmental and health problems, 
give a first systematic global overview of pollution problems and provide reasons why it is 
important to act. 

We also have engaged countries in Asia,  Africa and the former Soviet Union on the cleanup 
of high toxic waste. Our world-leading work with the Blacksmith Institute sees us main-
tain and enhance the first, systematic inventory in low- to middle-income countries of pol-
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luted sites. With already more than 2,000 sites in the database, this provides countries and  
international organizations with the tools to develop risk rankings and prioritize cleanup 
investments. 

Green Cross, and its US affiliate, Global Green USA, continued to press for international 
efforts to survey, analyze, and remediate buried and dumped munitions, especially chemical 
weapons, across the globe. We promoted the clean-up of old, World War I chemical agents 
buried in northwest Washington DC, and joined the International Scientific Advisory Board 
on sea-dumped munitions which pollute every ocean (and many lakes and rivers) in the 
world. Green Cross also helped pass a United Nations resolution on sea-dumped munitions 
in December 2010 and followed up throughout 2011 to bring this to public attention.

Green Cross takes action on weapons of mass  
destruction 

To commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Chernobyl di-
saster in 2011, Global Green USA led a seminar series en-
titled “Energy Futures: Nuclear Power, Global Warming and 
Nonproliferation” discussing the impact of uranium mining, 
as well as the Chernobyl and Fukushima nuclear power plant 
meltdowns.  An event was held at the Ukrainian Embassy in 
Washington DC on the long-term impact of the Chernobyl 
accident and the need to continue remediation efforts.

Global Green USA and Green Cross Switzerland developed 
the Chemical Weapons Convention Coalition (CWCC), an 
independent, international body whose mission is to sup-
port the global ban on chemical warfare materials and pro-
mote the peaceful uses of chemistry. 

Green Cross co-hosts NGO summit in the US  
on nuclear security

Global Green USA and partners in the Fissile Materials 
Working Group hosted the civil society summit Next Gen-
eration Nuclear Security: Meeting the Global Challenge on 
12 April 2010 in Washington DC. 

The event brought together 220 participants from 38 coun-
tries, including US foreign nongovernmental organizations, 
embassies, foundations, national laboratories, governments, 
the nuclear industry, US congressional staff, and inter- 
governmental organizations, including the United Nations 
and the International Atomic Energy Agency. It engaged in-
ternational experts, the media, and the broader public on 
global approaches to safeguarding nuclear material. The 
event complemented the Nuclear Summit of the Obama 
Administration held the following day.

Green Cross marks Soviet-era nuclear site closure 
20th anniversary in Kazakhstan

Green Cross marked another important milestone in  
October 2011, the 20th anniversary of the closure of the 
former Soviet nuclear test site at Semipalatinsk, Kazakh-
stan. To coincide, Global Green USA organized two major 
events jointly with the Embassy of Kazakhstan at the Atomic 
Testing Museum in Las Vegas, Nevada, and on Capitol Hill in 
Washington DC to demonstrate the need to permanently 
end nuclear weapons testing, close and remediate former 

test sites, and support the entry into force of the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty.

Green Cross works closely with Swiss lawmakers  
on nuclear issues

Green Cross helped inform Swiss lawmakers on the threats 
posed by nuclear technology during 2011, and played a key 
role in a historic political shift away from atomic energy in 
the country.

Just weeks after Japan’s March 2011 Fukushima nuclear pow-
er plant disaster, Green Cross Switzerland brought a group 
of Swiss parliamentarians to Ukraine to visit the scene of 
the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear power plant meltdown and 
meet officials, local representatives and local citizens.

On 28 September, Swiss lawmakers took a historic vote to 
end construction of new nuclear energy plants, phase out 
existing nuclear reactors and pursue alternative and renew-
able sources of power.

Green Cross reduces number of chemical weapon 
destruction outreach offices in Russia
The Green Cross network of Public Outreach and Infor-
mation Offices in Russia on chemical weapons destruction, 
which a decade ago numbered 13, has been steadily reduced 
in recent years due to progress in reducing chemical weap-
ons stockpiles, and as of 2012 only one office remained, lo-
cated in Izhevsk, the capital of Russia’s Udmurt Republic. 

During 2010-11, the Pochep and Kizner outreach offices 
were closed. The Canadian, United Kingdom, Dutch, US, 

National Organization activities

Green Cross and Swiss MPs visit Chernobyl.
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Swiss, and other G-8 Global Partnership governments, as 
well as Green Cross, have funded these offices during the 
past 16 years as part of post-Cold War non-proliferation 
and demilitarization efforts in the former Soviet Union.

Local and regional Green Cross offices have been central to 
the elimination of over 22,000 metric tons of deadly chemi-
cal agents in millions of weapons in Russia. 

Green Cross supports biosafety  
seminars in Europe

Green Cross, through its US chapter Global Green, staged 
a series of high-level seminars in Switzerland and Georgia 
during 2010 aimed at reducing biosafety threats.

Global Green held three seminars in Geneva, Switzerland, 
during April and June 2010 dealing with the Biological and 
Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) 2010. The meetings 
of experts and States promoted effective action on how 
countries can work with partners to respond to potential 
uses of biological or toxin weapons. This includes improving 
national capabilities for disease surveillance, detection and 
diagnosis, and public health systems. In 2011 Green Cross 
promoted universality and national implementation of the 
BTWC, spoke at an experts meeting of Pugwash Interna-
tional in Geneva, Switzerland, and attended the Five-Year 
Review Conference of the BTWC in Geneva.

In Tbilisi, Georgia, Global Green USA facilitated “The South-
ern Caucasus Workshop on Public Health, Security, and Law 
Enforcement Partnership in Bio-Incident Pre-Planning and 
Response” and the associated “Southern Caucasus BioShield 
2010” tabletop exercise on 11-12 May 2010. The two events 
were a joint effort of the US Departments of Defense and 
Health and Human Services, the Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness 
and Response, and Georgia’s Ministry of Public Health.

Global Green US launches report on  
“greening the military”

Global Green USA launched a new report in March 2010 
recommending the US Defense Department expand its use 
of renewable energy, prioritize energy efficiency at its for-
ward operating bases and adopt fuel efficiencies in its tacti-
cal systems.

The report was issued as part of our active efforts in 
“Greening the Military” since the very early beginning of the 
ESS programme. In the 1990s, Green Cross helped facilitate 
discussion of remediation of “military toxics” around the 
closure of hundreds of large military bases in the immediate 
post-Cold War period. In the early 2000s we participated in 
the US “National Dialogue on Military Munitions,” hosted 
by the US Department of Defense, to address unexploded 
ordnance (UXOs), firing ranges, and the resulting environ-
mental and public health impacts.  This 2010 report address-
es renewable energy options on the battlefield, an increas-
ingly important issue since the loss of lives and resources in 
transporting fossil fuels in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Green Cross Argentina conducts environmental  
assessment of power plant project

Green Cross Argentina released in March 2010 its Rio  
Turbio Thermal Power Plant Assessment, which was re-

quested by the Rio Turbio municipality. The detailed inde-
pendent environmental assessment was called for after 
questions arose from some sectors on the advisability of 
building a coal-fired thermal power plant near the existing 
coalfield in Rio Turbio, located in Argentina’s southern Santa 
Cruz province. 

Green Cross searches for sustainable development 
options in volcano-affected Argentina

Green Cross Argentina is looking to promote sustainable 
development in communities affected by the June 2011 
eruption of neighbouring Chile’s Volcano Puyehue. The 
natural disaster devastated a large area of the Argentinean 
Patagonian region, with the provinces of northern Chubut 
and southern Río Negro covered in heavy layers of ash as 
a result.

To help this already environmentally and economically frag-
ile region recover, Green Cross Argentina launched a proj-
ect to develop alternative scenarios for sustainable social 
and economic development in the affected areas. Water is a 
central theme of this work.

During 2012, Green Cross Argentina will present these sce-
narios to local authorities, civil society representatives and 
the private sector.

Green Cross promotes disaster risk reduction  
in northern Australia 

In response to the severe flooding and cyclone that struck 
Queensland state in 2010-11, Green Cross Australia devel-
oped and launched the Harden Up - Protecting Queensland 
online portal to help communities prepare for and respond 
to future extreme weather events and natural disasters.

The highly interactive website is designed to raise public 
awareness on the threats posed by extreme weather events, 
prepares people for possible emergencies with advice on 
plans they should make, and promotes volunteerism and 
community networks to assist in times of disaster. It in-
cludes a “Personal Resilience Plan” Facebook application 
and a crowd-sourced participation map.

“The aim of Harden Up is to provide clear and accessible 
information about severe weather events in Queensland,” 
said Australian Attorney-General Robert McLelland during 
the 20 October 2011 official launch of the website in Bris-
bane. “Resources such as Harden Up assist in preparing for 
disasters by providing information for decision makers and 
facilitating community collaboration.” 

The partnership includes Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology, 
national science agency CSIRO, volunteers and the insur-
ance and property sectors.

Green Cross Australia received strong support to develop 
the Harden Up website, including from the Federal and 
Queensland governments, and is endorsed by the UN Inter-
national Strategy on Disaster Reduction (ISDR).

Post-disaster bushfire sustainable rebuilding  
emerges in Australia led by Green Cross

Green Cross Australia launched its Build it Back Green proj-
ect in 2010 in response to the Black Saturday fires the year 
before that scorched 800,000 acres of land in the southeast 
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state of Victoria, tragically killing 173 people and destroying 
over 2,000 homes.

A website offering practical rebuilding advice includes a 
Green Building Guide featuring 75 types of sustainable and 
resilient products and services. The project is supported by 
the Victorian Government’s Sustainability Fund and US sis-
ter organization Global Green. Some 16,000 people have 
already used the website, which won a prestigious “Best in 
Class” award in the environment category from the Inter-
active Media Council in New York City.

Green Cross establishes eco-friendly  
agricultural project in Burkina Faso

Green Cross introduced improved agricultural produc-
tion methods using irrigation and solar power near Burkina  
Faso’s capital, Ouagadougou, to protect the environment 
and promote peace between communities.

This pilot project, conducted during 2010-11, is increasing 
awareness among farmers on improved agricultural meth-
ods and installs solar-powered water pumps to ensure food 
security and avert negative environmental impacts. These 
methods aim to reduce reliance on and build-up of agro-
chemicals. This in turn will lower CO2 emissions thereby 
protecting the climate, stop involuntary production of diox-
ins, and increase agricultural output.

Over 1,500 people have been trained in composting, includ-
ing over 200 to “expert” level, and 750 composting sites are 
operational.  Also, 400 people have been trained in cultivat-
ing soil and 3,000 trees were planted. Water pumps have 
also been restored, and more than 70 people trained in inte-
grated water management, leading to improved use of water 
as well as recorded decreases in water-related diseases.

The project was funded by Green Cross Switzerland and 
Swiss authorities, and was implemented by Green Cross 
Burkina Faso under the guidance of the Environmental Se-
curity and Sustainability programme.

Green Cross Italy conducts soil, tree  
and energy project
A major problem for many countries is the hydrological in-
stability caused by human activities, such as deforestation. 
For this reason, Green Cross Italy developed the applied 
research “Drill Project” in 2011 to restore soil through re-
construction, tree planting and energy recovery.

Green Cross is testing the project on a small area of land 
in the central Italian region of Lazio, where it is inspecting 

soil behavior to help recover several tree species, testing 
the water-bearing capacities of soil, and monitoring how fast 
certain tree species grow following treatment with certified 
biological compost. The project is in the final stages of field 
testing and the aim is to apply it elsewhere in Italy.

Green Cross helps raise river pollution awareness  
in Ivory Coast

Green Cross led a day dedicated to raising awareness in 
the Ivory Coast on waterway pollution on 17 August 
2010. The event, titled “Water for Life, Source of Disease. 
What to do?”, was chaired by Green Cross Ivory Coast  
President Mathieu Mahika. It included a music concert, 
drawing competition and a mini-marathon along the Ébrié 
Lagoon, a narrow strip hugging the country’s Gulf of Guinea 
coastline.

Green Cross stages public hearings for victims of 
Ivory Coast’s Probo Koala toxic spills 

Green Cross Ivory Coast held public hearings for victims 
of the 2006 toxic waste dumping from the freighter Probo 
Koala in the port of Abidjan.

The two-day event was held in February 2010 in Abidjan’s 
three most-affected municipalities: Abobo, Port-Bouet (Vri-
di) and Cocody (Riviera). The consultation helped identify 
concerns and reassured locals on healthcare issues and 
compensation.

Global Green raises funds, awareness  
after Gulf of Mexico oil spill

Global Green USA responded to the 2010 BP oil spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico by collaborating with actors Sophia 
Bush and Austin Nichols to raise money and awareness to 
help fishermen and families, plus to call for the creation of 
a Clean Energy Fund for the Gulf. It also received support 
from Green Cross Switzerland to provide ongoing com-
munity relief and leverage the region’s renewed interest in 
clean energy and coastal restoration to maximize opportu-
nities for safe and sustainable redevelopment.

Green Cross responds to chemical waste  
dumping in Russia

Green Cross helped locals and authorities in the 
town of Dzerzhinsk, east of Moscow, respond to the  
past dumping of almost 300,000 tons of chemical waste in 
areas where, today, residents draw water from aquifers.

The project started in 2010 and is funded by Green Cross 
Switzerland and the Blacksmith Institute. It promotes dia-
logue on pollution issues between town leaders, regional 
authorities and civil society, assesses all pollution sources 
that could contaminate water resources, defines related en-
vironmental and public health risks, and increases environ-
mental awareness among Dzerzhinsk’s residents.

Green Cross efforts awarded for reducing  
lead exposure to Russian community

A water and soil remediation project including community 
health response in Rudnaya River Valley, the largest lead 
smelting area of the former Soviet Union, has been rec-

Green Cross Italy, Burkina Faso collaboration.
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ognized with the Children’s Environment and Health Plan 
for Europe Awards at the 5th Ministerial Conference of the 
WHO European Region on Environment and Health in 
March 2010 in Parma, Italy. The project saw 2,200 m3 of con-
taminated soil removed and lead concentration in children 
reduced by 60%.

Green Cross supports Ukraine efforts  
to secure toxic chemicals

In Gorlovka, Ukraine, a store with 50 tons of MNCB, a 
highly toxic chemical, was repackaged in 2010 at a bank-
rupt chemical combine. This reduced the immediate danger 
to surrounding communities and leaves time for a full site 
cleanup. Green Cross is now working with Blacksmith Insti-
tute, local authorities and partners to safeguard TNT also 
located at the site and develop a cleanup plan.

Green Cross help Haiti rebuild after earthquake

Green Cross is helping Haitians rebuild after the devastating 
2010 earthquake, conducting renewable energy, education 
and water and sanitation projects for affected communities. 

Two years after the disaster, many people still live in tem-
porary camps and shelters, or at best in the ruins of their 
former homes. Crowded conditions, untreated waste, dam-
aged infrastructure and run-off from the camps has impact-
ed the water-quality, leading to an unprecedented outbreak 
of cholera. 

The Green Cross General Assembly expressed its condo-
lences to the people of Haiti and committed itself to sup-
porting post-disaster reconstruction and rehabilitation.

Our national chapters in the United States and Canada are 
providing direct support to many Haitians.

Global Green USA has donated proceeds and provided 
services to help local nongovernmental organizations, like 
Habitat for Humanity, build compostable latrines and install 
solar neighborhood lighting. Global Green also facilitated 
the donations of solar panels for the APJ School in Port-au-
Prince and Jacmel’s Cine Institute, Haiti’s only film school 
where students are able to continue their training in film, 
television and radio. 

Green Cross Canada is providing safe drinking water to 
children in Haiti through providing 42 bio-sand filters to 
schools in the Port-au-Prince area during 2010 and 2011. 
The project, funded by Pureology Canada, benefited the 
SOS Children’s villages in the earthquake-ravaged Haitian 
capital. 

OCHA-UNEP advises Green Cross on disaster  
preparedness activities  

The United Nations and Green Cross collaborated dur-
ing 2010 and 2011 to promote disaster preparedness and 
management efforts to help communities be ready for 
emergencies, including those related to climate change.

Vladimir Sakharov, the environmental services section 
chief of the Geneva-based UNEP/OCHA Emergency 
Partnership, briefed the Green Cross International Board 
on 27 September 2011 on the increasing frequency, in-
tensity and associated costs of natural disasters, including 
cyclones, drought and other extreme weather events.

“The international community spends a huge amount of 
money in response to natural disasters, instead of con-
centrating on a comprehensive risk management and 
preparedness,” Mr Sakharov said during a presentation at 
the recently held annual board meeting of Green Cross 
International. “The increasing number and strength of 
extreme weather events and other emergencies means 
that more people, potentially, are threatened by such di-
sasters. Adequate measures should be taken worldwide 
to make communities safer.”

Green Cross also supported the UN International Strat-
egy for Disaster Reduction’s peak annual advocacy day in 
2011, the International Day for Disaster Reduction, which 
targeted youth involvement in emergency preparedness. 
Materials on disaster risk reduction and environmental 
sustainability produced by Green Cross Australia, Japan 
and Italy were profiled by ISDR as part of the campaign.

Pakistanis affected by 2010 floods.
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Green Cross and Blacksmith Institute release World’s Worst Pollutants reports 

Green Cross Switzerland and the Blacksmith In-
stitute, a New York-based not-for-profit organi-
zation in the area of pollution, released the 2010 
and 2011 editions of their annual World’s Worst 
Pollutants report, highlighting the world’s most 
toxic threats and measures that can be taken to 
respond. 

The 2010  edition identified the six toxic threats 
worldwide with the higest impact on public 
health, namely lead, mercury, chromium, arsenic, 
pesticides and radionuclides. Most of these ma-

terials are in wide used in daily economic activities. The rankings were made accord-
ing to the number of people estimated to be at risk from each toxin. The report 
describes their physical nature and the industries that typically cause the release of 
the toxic substances.

“The health of roughly 100 million people is at risk from pollution in developing coun-
tries,“ says Richard Fuller, founder of Blacksmith Institute. “The six pollutants in this 
report came up again and again at the sites we looked at around the world.” 

In 2011, the report identifies the top 10 sources of pollution and, for the first time, 
quantifies their health impacts in terms of early death or reduced health. It focuses 
on sites with a clear, fixed source of toxic pollution that can be targeted for remedia-
tion efforts. 

This scope excludes pollution problems where the source is unclear or distributed 
, such as automobile emissions, general urban air pollution, non-point source water 
pollution from urban storm runoff, general household or commercial waste disposal, 
and oil or chemical spills from transport and distribution activities.

The reports, which use data collected by the Blacksmith Institute and Green Cross 
Switzerland, also call for more international aid to support pollution clean-ups.

Artisanal gold mining © Blacksmith Institute.

From the field



Green Cross International26

Social and
Medical Care

Introduction

When conflicts end and the spills are stopped, the human and environmental damage caused 
is not repaired overnight. Green Cross is helping communities suffering from the long-term 
consequences of environmental contamination. 

Through the Social and Medical (SOCMED) care programme, we have been improving the 
lives of thousands of people affected by the use of  Agent Orange in South-East Asia dur-
ing the 1970s, the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear catastrophe, and poison gas attacks on Kurdish 
communities in northern Iraq in the late 1980s. Green Cross provides an extensive range of 
services to children, teenagers, and young families suffering from the socio-economic, medi-
cal and psychological impacts caused by these emergencies.

SOCMED has been supporting the most seriously affected in these three regions, by provid-
ing the needed skills and medical attention to help pull people out of the cycle of poverty and 
become integrated and active members of society. SOCMED also trains service providers to 
strengthen capacities in targeted communities. 

The SOCMED programme is supported by Green Cross Switzerland and, since its founding 
in 1995, has provided assistance to tens of thousands of people whose lives continue to be 
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affected by the legacy of past conflicts and contaminations, as well as new emergencies, such 
as extreme weather events like bush fires.

National organizations within the Green Cross network, including Belarus, Russia, Ukraine, 
are active supporters of the SOCMED programme, providing the in-community services and 
local knowhow to ensure the effectiveness of our health and socioeconomics support.

Green Cross assists people affected by firestorms in 
the Chernobyl area

Green Cross delivered healthcare support to people affect-
ed by deadly forest fires in Belarus and Russia during August 
and September 2010.

The Green Cross Belarus medical team examined and pro-
vided first aid to almost 300 children in Russian Briansk 
and the Belarusian Gomel regions. Their parents received 
advices in home health care. 

“Our response to these destructive fires showed how 
Green Cross is able to respond quickly to emergencies 
and provide essential health care,” said Maria Vitagliano, the 
director of the SOCMED programme. “SOCMED’s long 
experience and close links with people in the Chernobyl 
region helped us deliver services during this time of need.”

Green Cross conducts study tours  
for Swiss MPs to Chernobyl

Green Cross conducted study tours for Swiss parliamentar-
ians to Ukraine during 2010 and 2011 to visit the site of the 
1986 Chernobyl nuclear power plant disaster and inspect 
services being performed by our Social and Medical care 
programme.

The tours, led by Green Cross Switzerland, were conducted 
during April of both years and in 2011 coincided with the 
25th anniversary of the nuclear disaster. They included visits 
to centres that support mothers and children, as well as an 
orphanage, and provided an insight into Green Cross pro-
grammes aimed at improving the living situations of people 
from contaminated regions.

Green Cross facilitated meetings between Swiss law-
makers, including the Foreign Affairs Committee chair-
woman, and Ukrainian lawmakers and local officials.  

Beneficiaries of Green Cross work address  
Swiss public events 

Beneficiaries of the Green Cross SOCMED programme vis-
ited Switzerland in 2010 and 2011 to describe the health 
and social support they had received.

Green Cross offers medical care for disabled children (or-
thopedic devices, rehabilitation, after treatment) and social 
help for families. 

In August 2010, a group of people from Viet Nam who have 
received orthopedic, rehabilitative and social care from 
Green Cross, visited the Swiss capital, Bern, and addressed a 
public event, titled “Openair auf dem Bundesplatz,” to pres-
ent the SOCMED activities in the Southeast Asian country 
to the Swiss public.

Over 2,000 disabled Vietnamese children and young adults 
have undergone surgery and received treatment since 1998, 
while over 150 families have received micro-credit loans to 
improve their social and economic conditions.

In neighbouring Laos, dozens of families, including school 
children and teenagers, have received medical and social 
support since 2011, plus training on health care in Agent 
Orange-contaminated areas. In Cambodia, hundreds of peo-
ple have received medical care and training on minimizing 
health risks and increasing farming productivity.

For the 2011 edition of the Bern event, SOCMED ben-
eficiaries from Belarus, Russia, Ukraine and Moldova 
described how their lives had been improved thanks to 
Green Cross.

Green Cross provides health, environmental and  
economic support to Belarusian communities  
affected by Chernobyl disaster

Dozens of families living in Belarusian areas affected by the 
Chernobyl disaster benefited from environmental, health 
and psychosocial support offered by the Green Cross Rural 
Family Ecological Clubs in 2010 and 2011.

The Clubs shared information and provided skills on radio-
ecological safety, healthy nutrition, psychosocial support and 
child development to people from four communities in the 
Gomel and Brest regions. 

Green Cross also provided micro-credit loans and small 
business training support to families living in the Chernobyl 
region as part of a strategy to support local sustainable eco-
nomic development. 

 
 

National Organization activities

Green Cross Belarus responds to 2010 fires.
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Green Cross improves health awareness for children  
from Chernobyl nuclear disaster zone

In 2010 and 2011, Green Cross helped thousands 
of people affected by the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster.

Most children born in the Chernobyl region since 
1986 have chronic respiratory, immune, cardio- 
vascular, vision, digestive and endocrine systems 
problems. 

In response, Green Cross staged therapy and eco-
logical education summer camps that offered treat-
ment and prescribed homecare for 1400 children 
from Ukraine, Belarus and Russia. While the health 

benefits are significant, the camps also provided children with safety and health knowl-
edge, and improved their understanding of environmental issues. 

Since 1995, more than 15,500 children and mothers in Belarus, Russia, Ukraine have par-
ticipated in Green Cross Therapy Camps and Family Clubs. 

In addition, 52 children were brought to Switzerland in July 2011 as part of the SOCMED 
programme’s Youth in Action project, providing them with health care and awareness, as 
well as educational activities.

The Green Cross Child and Youth Programme is not the only way in which our network 
supports people from the Chernobyl region. The Green Cross Family programme, offers 
coordinated, continuing response to affected people.

Green Cross Switzerland has also studied the disaster’s impact on the mental health of 
people living the affected areas. The findings show there have been no health improve-
ments in the 25 years after the disaster occurred.

During 2010-11 the Green Cross Belarus medical team regularly visited the region af-
fected by Chernobyl nuclear catastrophe to undertake medical examination and treat 
people living in rural areas, including scores of people in the district of Bragin, one of the 
areas most contaminated by the 1986 nuclear disaster.

Separately, the SOCMED programme has also been working in the Republic of Moldova 
since 2008, and in the past two years has provided services to almost 1,000 children 
with disabilities, young people and mothers and involved in the last two year about 1000 
people. 

Green Cross continues to support poison  
gas-affected Kurdish communities in northern Iraq

Green Cross has been providing health and social care to 
thousands of people living in communities in northern Iraq 
targeted by chemical weapons during the 1980s.

Around 3,000 children from villages across northern Iraq 
have received basic primary health care services and psy-
chosocial support from the Green Cross Mobile Playground 
since 2009. 

Some 8,000 women have received specialist primary, ma-
ternal and psychosocial health services, plus educational 
and social support, at the Green Cross-supported Halabja 
Women’s Centre.

Over 1,700 people have received primary health care, re-
ferral and social support from Green Cross-funded mobile 
teams.

From the field

Green Cross Therapy Camp, Ukraine.
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Value Change

Introduction

Green Cross has been educating and infusing children and adults with a positive awareness of 
and responsibility for ensuring a sustainable future. This work, performed through our Value 
Change programme, has three main areas: Environmental education, promoting The Earth 
Charter and staging The Earth Dialogues.

Promoting principles and practices to steer our world onto a path of greater, more effective 
sustainable development is central to our work in the Value Change programme. Past failures 
to “sustain” and “develop” communities, countries, regions and the entire world based on 
consumption-driven economics and natural resource-intensive industry have proven that 
there is a drastic need for global value change. We hope forums like the UN Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) being held in Brazil in June 2012 can focus the attention 
of governments on the urgent need to promote sustainable development within all levels of 
society.

It is in the area of education where Green Cross is having a marked effect on the values and 
actions of youth around the world. The Green Cross global network has reached close to 
1 million children in recent years through arts contests, school materials, hands-on projects 
and the innovative Green Cross Environmental Diary initiative, which are all helping prepare 
today’s youth for their roles as custodians of the planet.
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In 1994, Maurice Strong and Mikhail Gorbachev launched the Earth Charter with support 
from the Dutch government. The Charter is a declaration of fundamental principles for build-
ing a just society with special emphasis on the world’s environmental challenges. Through 
our partner, the Earth Charter Initiative, the Charter seeks to inspire a new sense of global 
interdependence and shared responsibility. During the past two years, the number of organi-
zations and individuals who have endorsed the Earth Charter have risen to 6,000 and 20,000 
respectively. Green Cross holds an annual Earth Charter Youth Contest in several countries, 
including Italy and the Czech Republic.

Our third area of Value Change work is through staging The Earth Dialogues, which are a 
series of public forums that bring together civil society and the private and public sectors 
in the search for solutions to resolve the most pressing and interconnected challenges of 
insecurity, poverty and environmental degradation.

Launched in 2002 by Mikhail Gorbachev and Maurice Strong, the Secretary-General of the 
1992 Earth Summit and Chairman of the Earth Council, the Earth Dialogues represent an 
integrated strategy to develop and promote a more sustainable way of living. Earth Dialogues 
have since been held in France, the United States, Spain, Australia and Brazil.

Green Cross International is committed to continuing its Value Change activities, under-
standing that the issues we face will not be solved overnight, which is why it is so important 
to focus on childen and youth so they can become agents of change in their communities.

Green Cross Environmental Diary spreads hope and awareness for our future

Thousands of children in numerous nations have grown 
in their awareness of environmental sustainability and 
how to respond to challenges such as climate change, wa-
ter conservation and energy use thanks to an acclaimed 
Green Cross school-based educational initiative.

The Green Cross Environmental Diary project was 
founded by our Chapter in Japan in 1998 to implement 
the spirit of the Earth Charter. It has since spread to Sri 
Lanka (2005), Australia (2010) and the Republic of Korea 
(2011) thanks to the efforts of our Green Cross offices in 
those countries.

“We have overcome the difficulties of the language barrier 
and proved the Environmental Diary programme can be 

applied to any country,” said Green Cross Japan Chief Executive Officer Tsunehiko ‘Tom’ 
Kawamoto. “We are seeing school children in more and more countries filling in diaries 
and sharing what they think and do to save energy and water with the principle to respect 
nature for the sake of all creatures on Earth. They are learning how to contribute to the 
environment and are positively influencing their families and communities.” 

During 2010-11, 200,000 Japanese school children received a copy of the Environmental 
Diary to help students who choose to participate undertake the three-month course.  
Around 7,000 children each year completed their diaries and submitted them back to 
Green Cross Japan. In Sri Lanka, 5,000 students from 50 schools took part in the Green 
Lane Dairy initiative in 2010-11. By 2011 32,000 Australian students had received a copy 
of the Green Lane Diary, and in 2012 the aim is to reach 50,000.

Green Cross Japan recognizes many of the students in awards ceremonies held in Decem-
ber of each year. Similar awards ceremonies were held in Sri Lanka, Australia and Korea.

In 2010, Green Cross Australia was itself recognized for its online promotion of the 
Green Lane Diary initiative, winning interactive and education awards. The Diary website 
is a big feature of the Australian programme, and in 2012 it will be complemented by a 
national youth clean energy video competition involving hundreds of schools.

A new development in the Green Lane Diary story is the international links the initiative 
is forging. Green Cross Japan invites winners of the Sri Lankan Diary contest to be special 
guests at the annual Japanese edition of the event.  

From the field

Environmental Diary students, Sri Lanka.



2010 – 2011 Activity Report 31

National Organization activities

In October 2011, schools participating in the Green Lane Diary initiative in Australia,  
Japan and New Zealand were connected in a first-off videoconference for students to 
share their experiences. The event was especially poignant, as students from each country 
had witnessed first-hand disasters in 2011 with Japan’s earthquake, tsunami and Fuku-
shima nuclear power plant emergencies, flooding in Australia’s state of Queensland, and 
earthquakes in New Zealand.

“This was a truly joyous occasion,” said videoconference facilitator Miranda Mason from 
Green Cross Australia. “Linking Green Lane Diary students to talk about their common 
experiences and share their ideas was incredibly enriching for all involved.”

Green Cross Argentina researches roots, modern  
day use of values to promote sustainability 

Green Cross Argentina started conducting permanent re-
search on value change in promoting environmental sustain-
ability in 2011. The research project is being led by Green 
Cross supporter and Argentinian professor Carlos Mall-
mann, who is investigating the roots of existing value sys-
tems, and relating them to the dynamics of social change, 
in turn providing tools to refine and maintain such values 
in the future.

Green Cross Australia supports Dalai Lama  
efforts to inspire environmental action 

Green Cross Australia partnered with the “Dalai Lama in 
Australia” project in June 2011 to support a business and 
community leadership luncheon where the Dalai Lama pre-
sented a vision of the causes and impacts of environmental 
degradation and humanitarian consequences.

The Dalai Lama offered an inspiring view of why global 
warming is a pressing ethical issue for business leaders, and 
he discussed the importance of personal values in business 
leadership in a moving address to 700 business leaders in 
Brisbane, Queensland.

“What I took away from the Dalai Lama’s talk was his di-
rectness about what we all need to do: ‘There is only one 
blue planet. Though there may well be life elsewhere, we 
only have this planet for now and so we must work to 
protect it,” Green Cross Australia Board Director Blair 
Palese said.

Green Cross pioneers online community  
photography initiative to raise awareness  
of sea level rise in Australia

Green Cross Australia has held Queensland’s first King Tide 
community photography initiative to raise awareness on 
how global warming influences sea level rise, putting coastal 
communities and ecology at risk.

The “Witness King Tides” online project features commu-
nity uploading options and educational materials on the 
causes and effects of warming oceans and rising tides.

Over 400 “Tide Trackers” were recruited for the project, 
including individuals, surfing and Rotary clubs, photography 
groups and schools in northeast Australia, uploading over 
1,200 photographs to show how dramatic rising tides can be.

“Annual King Tides represent a window on how future 
coastal tides are likely to look on a regular basis by 2100”, 
says Green Cross Australia CEO Mara Bun. “By involving 
the community in a fun and educational manner, we can be-
gin to understand what is at stake to motivate reductions in 
greenhouse emissions and community participation in the 
inevitable climate adaptation challenges that lie ahead.”

The project follows on from similar projects along the US 
and Canadian coasts. Green Cross is collaborating with the 
US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and 
the Australian Department of Climate Change and Energy 
Efficiency to make Witness King Tides an annual event.
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Green Cross Belarus supports creative education

Green Cross Belarus staged during 2010 and 2011 major 
educational activities promoting environmental sustainabil-
ity. It staged its 5th and 6th editions of the In My Homeland 
International Children’s Drawing Contest, which since 2006 
has attracted over 80,000 participants from 36 countries. 
The contest uses art to instil correct values towards envi-
ronment protection.

Green Cross Belarus also held the 1st and 2nd Interna-
tional Conferences on Creative Education, which involved 
230 teachers, education specialists and sci¬entists from five 
countries. Education enthusiasts presented their experi-
ence, shared methodical kits and discussed vital problems 
and approach¬es for environmental education

Green Cross plays key role in environmental  
protection, awareness in Bolivia

Green Cross has led environmental protection and aware-
ness activities, and implemented local sustainable economic 
projects for community members, in various parts of Bolivia 
during 2010-2011. 

Green Cross Bolivia helped establish ecotourism activities 
in the “Espejillos Natural Monument” reserve, which are 
now being run by local communities who can generate ef-
fective income sources.

Green Cross also advocated for the legal creation and en-
vironmental protection of the “Garden of Bolivian Cacti” 
reserve, which is recognized by scientists as globally signifi-
cant area of native cacti species. Green Cross also supports 
efforts by local authorities and community members to 
conserve the zone.

In the Santa Cruz department, Green Cross advocated for 
the successful establishment of a plan to manage the Rio 
Grande Valley nature reserve. The plan sets legal protec-
tions for the area, identifies options for alternative sustain-
able economic opportunities for its residents, and puts in 
place measures to protect animal and native plant species.

Green Cross Bolivia also helped develop education pro-
grammes for undergraduate and graduate university stu-
dents dealing with environmental protection, particularly in 
the context of the rights of indigenous communities.   

Green Cross raises community awareness on dangers 
of artisanal mining, soil degradation in Burkina Faso

Artisanal gold mining in Burkina Faso and in most African 
countries threatens the environment and people. Green 
Cross Burkina Faso inspected several sites to imple-
ment information campaigns to raise public awareness in  
communities.

Continued degradation of soil fertility is a constraint to agri-
cultural development in Burkina Faso and in most sub-Saha-
ran African countries. Green Cross Burkina Faso partnered 
with State authorities and non-state actors to disseminate 
information on soil protection measures and conduct train-
ings on restoring soil fertility.

Green Cross spreads environmental awareness 
among Czechs

Green Cross Czech Republic raised awareness among hun-
dreds of children in 2010-11 through education initiatives 
and hands-on environmental activities. 
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In 2011, Green Cross collaborated with the Club of Eco-
logical Education to stage the Earth Charter Youth Contest. 
The award ceremony was held in the Ministry of Interior’s  
Czernin Palace and attended by representatives of the 
Czech UNESCO committee and the Ministry of Exterior.

Another new project, called “Green Downtowns,” aimed to 
improve city centre environments by planting trees, and en-
suring school children participate in the work.

Green Cross  and the Club of Ecological Education also 
held a workshop on ecological education in 2011 target-
ing school teachers and representatives of local environ- 
mental organizations. The scientific supervisor of the work-
shop was Danuse Kvasnickova, a laureate of the UNEP 
GLOBAL500 Environmental Forum Award.

Green Cross awards hundreds  
of Italian winners of Earth Charter Youth Contest

Green Cross Italy staged its annual Earth Charter Youth 
Contest in 2010 and 2011, attracting 30,000 entrants and 
recognizng nearly 400 students for their winning entries in 
the environmental education competition. 

The contest has been running for almost 20 years and en-
joys the patronage of Italian President Giorgio Napolitano.  
As part of the 2010-2011 awards, Green Cross Italy staged 
dozens of meetings with schools to prepare them for the 
event and launched a dedicated website. 

Green Cross Russia holds forum on  
Value Change and Earth Charter 

Green Cross Russia staged a forum for young environ-
mentalists in Moscow in 2010 that attracted more than 
1,000 participants from Russia, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Poland 
and other countries. Topics included the Earth Charter, the 
Green Cross-supported declaration of fundamental ethical 
principles for building a just, sustainable and peaceful global 
society in the 21st century. Fundraising efforts are ongoing 
for a 2012 edition of the event.

Global Green partners with award winning school  
to promote environmental education

Global Green USA joined forces with California’s Environ-
mental Charter High School, honoured as one of the top six 
schools by President Obama’s Race to the Top, to expand 
their Green Ambassador Programme, an environmental 
education initiative, to schools across the country.

Global Green offers sustainable development  
solutions across the US

Our USA chapter, GlobalGreen, was active in promoting 
sustainable development practices in schools, cities and 
businesses across the United States in 2011.

Global Green received a US$850,000 Environmental Pro-
tection Agency grant to bring best practices in sustainable 
urban planning and green building to 10 cities across the US, 
including the New York region. 

It also issued the Youngstown Greenhouse Gas Report, find-
ing up to US$1 million in savings for the shrinking rustbelt 
city if it adopts greener practices.

Global Green hosted its first annual National Green School 
Makeover competition in 2011, offering a US$65,000 grant 
to help green the winning school, as well as Global Green’s 
free technical expertise. 

A new web portal, www.globalgreen.org/greenschools, was 
launched, providing green school tips, tools and tricks for 
parents, students and teachers. 

Global Green reviewed 51 new green schools through its 
partnership with the Los Angeles Unified School District 
to assist the largest new green school construction in the 
US, which is benefitting over 50,000 students and teachers. 

Global Green tackles waste challenges 
across the United States

Global Green USA’s Coalition for Resource Recovery con-
ducted the programme “Closing the Loop on Foodservice 
and Wholesale Packaging” in 2011 to highlight how waste 
can be turned into assets. 

It also developed a food waste programme with the New 
York Community Trust that seeks to recover the 1,100 tons 
of food waste generated daily by New York City’s food ser-
vice sectors.  A 150-store paper cup recycling initiative was 
also launched in New York City by Global Green.

Green Cross plays environmental  
role in revision of Hungary’s constitution

As Hungary discusses a new constitution, Green Cross 
advice was requested in 201 on sustainable environmental 
development. Green Cross Hungary was invited to partici-
pate in the process, and has made significant contributions, 
through the organization’s forestry section, by urging that 
State forest protection is included in any new constitution.

Green Cross boosts partnerships  
with Italian universities

During 2010-2011, Green Cross Italy strengtened collabo-
ration with the universities of Rome, Naples and Palermo, 
along with research centers, that participate in educational 
projects and environmental communications.

Green Cross Italy recognizes  
environmental documentary filmmakers 
Aware of the power of visual communication to promote 
ethical and environmental principles, Green Cross Italy 
awarded annual prizes in 2010 and 2011 for the best na-
tional and international documentary dealing with the envi-

Italian President, Green Cross Italy hold Earth Charter awards.



Green Cross International34

ronment. The award is presented during an event in Turin to 
coincide with World Environment Day. 

Green Cross Italy connects with Antarctica 
In 2011, Green Cross Italy and the National Research 
Programme in Antarctica agreed to collaborate on raising 
awareness in schools on the Antarctic environment and 
the threats it faces from climate change. Green Cross has 
linked students via videoconference with scientists working 
at Antarctic research stations to share experiences on their 
work and the wonders of the region. 

Green Cross supports reforestation  
effort in Ivory Coast’s Akoupé region 
Green Cross Ivory Coast helped replant hundreds of teak 
and iroko trees in the country’s Akoupé region during 2011. 

The reforestation project was conducted jointly with the 
Ivorian nongovernmental organization GAWA Akoupé, and 
was marked by the “Festiplant” festival called celebrated 
during August 2011 for the people of Akoupé.

Trees were replanted in an area covering 15 hectares and a 
20-hectare nursery was also establish to support teak re-
forestation.

Green Cross Ivory Coast is supporting a national effort to 
make an inventory of forest areas, develop legislation to 
protect tree species, educate the public on forest conserva-
tion, and seek international recognition for Ivory Coast’s 
system of forest certification. Green Cross is a key player 
in consultations involving government ministries, loggers, 
trade unions and other civil society groups.

Green Cross leads coral replanting of Japan islands

Green Cross Japan launched in 2011 a three-year project 
to re-establish coral reefs near the Aka-Geruma Islands, 
close to Okinawa, and promote environmental sustainability 
among local people.

Supported by TAG Heuer, the Coral Garden Project estab-
lishes a coral nursery and replants small germs onto the 
seabed to help reefs recover from destruction by starfish 
and warming seawater.

Green Cross Japan has mobilized the Aka-Geruma Island 
residents, a coral research institute, a divers association and 
the village office to support the first planting of 100 baby 
corals on the rocks in shallow water of a depth of 5-6 me-
ters. The corals are expected to grow 10 cm in a few years 
under the close watch of project divers. 

Green Cross supports Japan quake and nuclear 
response

Green Cross Japan joined the massive relief effort for vic-
tims of the 2011 earthquake, tsunami and nuclear reactor 
disaster by providing education materials, including books 
for the Green Cross Environmental Diary project, to eight 
affected schools.

In the devastated cities of Ishinomaki and Minami Soma, 
Green Cross advised school children during lectures on 
environmental security and provided a volunteer teacher 
from Tokyo.

Two thousand copies of the Green Lane diary were distrib-
uted to students so they could continue their efforts to 

Gr
ee

n 
Cr

os
s 

ra
is

es
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
on

 p
ol

es
.



2010 – 2011 Activity Report 35

promote and embrace ecological lifestyles, while children 
from Belarus who competed in a Green Cross-organized 
art contest sent some of their works to Japanese students 
in a gesture of friendship and support.

Green Cross Poland stages conference on  
business, ecology and society 

Green Cross Poland brought together leaders of govern-
ment, business, science and civil society on 2 June 2011 for 
a conference in Warsaw titled “Business, Ecology, Society.”

The event, held on the eve of World Environment Day, in-
cluded an introductory lecture, high-level panel discussion 
and presentation on the survey “Business and ecology: At-
titudes toward the Environment.” Close to 100 people at-
tended, including the Polish Minister of Environment, scien-
tists, entrepreneurs, civil society representatives and media.

Green Cross Poland participates in  
workshop on “green building”

Green Cross Poland contributed to a strategic workshop 
held 12 April 2011 that developed legal and regulatory pro-
posals for environmentally sustainable construction. The 
conclusions were sent to the ministries of environment, 
economy, and agriculture and rural development.

Green Cross Russia stages annual international  
environmental education conferences

Green Cross Russia held the 16th and 17th editions of its 
International Conference on Environmental Education and 
Sustainable Development in 2010 and 2011 in Moscow, 
attracting hundreds of educators, professors and others 
training experts to discuss latest methodologies and tools 
in raising public awareness on environmental sustainability. 
Plans commenced in 2011 for the staging of the 18th annual 
conference in 2012, which will focus on sustainable develop-
ment in the light of the Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustain-
able Development. 

Green Cross Spain joins Madrid ECO-RUN  
for the environment 

To mark World Environment Day 2011, Green Cross Spain 
representatives joined 1,500 runners who participated in 
the 5 June ECO-RUN for the environment in Madrid. The 
aim was to promote sustainable development and change 
values towards environmental conservation. 

Green Cross supports sustainable  
ecotourism project in Morocco

Green Cross Spain and Moroccan nongovernmental orga-
nization AMDESAJ started collaborating in 2010 on an eco-
tourism strategy for the North African country’s northern 
coast province of Nador.

The strategy, also supported by the Spanish Agency for In-
ternational Development Cooperation, aims to produce 
during 2012 an innovative model of sustainable tourism in 
Nador with a focus on landscape uses, tourist routes, gas-
tronomy and the making and sale of local produce. 

Issues to tackle include training and employment of women 
and youth, identifying how local people can participate in 

ecotourism, undertaking an inventory of the area’s natu-
ral and tourism-related resources, and identifying the main 
social, economic and environmental challenges facing local 
communities.

This “diagnosis” will allow the design of a sustainable tour-
ism plan for Nador that can promote training, improve so-
cial and economic wellbeing for local communities, and re-
duce the need for forced economic migration.

Green Cross Sweden promotes role of women  
in push for environmental sustainability 

During its annual meeting on 14 April 2011, Green Cross 
Sweden hosted a seminar, titled Women with Passion for 
Life and the World, that looked at the female perspective 
of environmental sustainability. Swedish author Gun-Britt 
Lawurn signed her new book It is Passion that Gives Life 
Soul, while a showing took place of the film Taking Root 
that looked at the life of former Green Cross International 
Honorary Board Member and Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
Wangari Maathai, who passed away in 2011.

Student researching greenhouse gases and  
agriculture awarded Green Cross Sweden  
Jan Danielson Memorial Fund 2011 

Maja Waern, a 23-year-old environmental science student at 
Lunds University, was awarded the annual Green Cross Jan 
Danielson Memorial Fund in 2011 for her research dealing 
with the effects of greenhouse gases on agriculture. Maja is 
also researching biofuel efficiency at Greifswald University 
in Germany. 

Green Cross Sweden supports tree planting in Tibet  

Green Cross Sweden continued its seven-year long part-
nership with the Swedish-Tibet Society for School and Cul-
tural in 2011, planting 108 “peace” trees donated by Swed-
ish citizens at the school’s grounds in Lhasa to mark the 
2011 International Year of Forests.

Green Cross Sri Lanka raises environmental  
awareness through schools 

Green Cross continues to support Sri Lankan students with 
environmental materials, education and supporting school-
based tree planting projects.

In 2010 and 2011, Green Cross Sri Lanka conducted envi-
ronmental awareness and poster drawing programmes in 

Maja Waern, Sweden.
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several schools with the aim of promoting protection of the 
country’s rich tropical biodiversity. 

Since 2005, Green Cross Sri Lanka also has provided text 
books and magazines to Colombo’s Sunandopananda Gov-
ernment School’s library and “Eco Community Centre”, 
which is used by approximately 1,500 students.

And the support is producing results, with many students, 
teachers and parents now assisting local authorities to recy-
cle waste and promote health education in the community, 
such as prevention of malaria and dengue fever.

Green Cross continues helping students, parents and teach-
ers involved with tree planting campaigns in 50 Colombo 
district schools. Some 5,000 ebony plants were supplied by 
Green Cross Sri Lanka in 2005, and our office maintains 
close contact with schools to ensure their growth.

Green Cross Sweden youth supporters use music  
to raise funds for Kenyan peace efforts  

The Green Cross Sweden Youth movement arranged the 
“Peace and Trees” project in March 2010 to highlight envi-
ronmental and peace issues through culture and music and 
support the Green Cross peace and reconciliation project 
in Kenya.  A benefit concert, called Treevening, was held in 
Gothenburg to raise proceeds for planting peace trees in 
Kenya’s Rift Valley, the scene of ethnic violence in 2007/2008.

Some of Sweden’s most talented artists performed for free 
to support Green Cross at the event, which raised nearly 
60,000 Swedish crowns (approximately US$9,000) for the 
Green Belt Movement to plant trees and create a Peace 
Garden at Mau Summit, an area affected by the violence. 
The Green Cross Sweden Youth movement is motivated 
by the environmental and peace-building efforts of the late 
Wangara Maathai.

Green Cross Sweden supports dialogue,  
reconciliation and peace building in Kenya’s  
Rift Valley 

Green Cross Sweden actively promoted peace and recon-
ciliation efforts during 2010 and 2011 in Kenya’s Rift Valley, a 
region ravaged by ethnic violence several years earlier.

Collaboration between Green Cross and Kenya’s Green 
Belt Movement started in 2005 on efforts to promote dia-

logue and peace between the region’s Maasai and Kikuya 
tribes. But the project entered a new phase in 2008 follow-
ing presidential election-related violence that killed about 
1,500 people and left over 500,000 homeless. 

This peace and environmental restoration project, funded 
by the by the Folke Bernadotte Academy, focused on miti-
gating conflict in the Rift Valley, where desertification, de-
forestation and drought have enflamed rivalries between 
groups needing land for crop growing and animal grazing. 

Peace Building Councils were formed to promote dialogue, 
conflict resolution, education and workshops and sup-
port the victims of the tragedy. Environmental restoration 
through tree planting remained a pillar of the project, which 
has planted nearly 300,000 trees since 2005.

“The project reached out to all people regardless of gen-
der, ethnic background or age,” said Green Cross Sweden 
President Tonia Moya. “Empowerment of women has been a 
result, with women often leading tree-planting groups. Young 
men are brought into the programme to steer them away 
from violence.”

In 2010, the project created a Peace Club for school chil-
dren, which promotes dialogue and environmental sustain-
ability in the Rift Valley.

Green Cross Sweden has received funding to continue the 
project in 2012, a year when general elections are scheduled 
for Kenya, as the need to support efforts to stabilize and 
strengthen security, peace and sustainability remains great. 

Green Cross Spain, Argentina scores goal in its Sustainable Sport drive

Sport is a central part of human existence. Human-
ity cannot exist without sustainable development. 
Combined, sports and sustainable development of-
fer a powerful combination for promoting positive 
values, peace and environmental security.

Green Cross Spain and Argentina are providing 
national and international leadership on promo- 
ting sustainable development through sports and 
receiving high-level endorsement of their ground-
breaking activities.

From the field

Children in Rift Valley, Kenya.

Sustainable sports, Spain.
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“Sports is a wonderful vehicle to help promote environmental sustainability and change 
community values towards protecting the environment for humanity’s sake,” said Green 
Cross Argentina President Marisa Arienza. “Green Cross is widely recognized in Argen-
tina, as well as Spain, for its evidence-based initiatives that show how sports activities and 
facilities can be more environmentally sustainable.”

Green Cross Spain is a pioneer in helping cities make sports activities and facilities em-
brace sustainability. Such activities not only help protect the environment, but spread 
values on sustainable socio-environmental behaviour to the public, a fundamental part of 
the Green Cross mission to increase understanding of how to preserve our planet and 
protect humanity. 

During 2010 and 2011, Green Cross Spain and the Biodiversity Foundation actively pro-
moted the Spanish National Strategy on Sport and Sustainable Development in collabora-
tion with High Council of Spanish Sport and the Spanish Olympic Committee. 

The national Strategy gave rise to the Green Charter on Spanish Sports, an initiative cre-
ated by the High Council of Sports and backed by Green Cross Spain. The Charter lists 
aims and commitments that signatories endorse and pledge to develop. More than 250 
Spanish organizations have ratified the Green Charter and a proposed Agenda 21 of Span-
ish Sports is being planned to implement the actions identified in the national Strategy.

Green Cross Spain led production of a new guidebook, titled Supporting Sustainable 
Practices to Biodiversity Conservation, which was launched in early 2012 and integrates 
the National Strategy on Sports and Sustainable Development. The guidebook works to 
improve understanding of the relationship between sports and natural areas. The project’s 
main aims are to:

• Advise managers and sporting operators on how to improve their environmental man-
agement in sport.

• Build relationships between managers of protected natural reserves and groups in-
volved in sports and recreational activities to develop joint activities.

A result of this project has been the development and dissemination of the Guide on 
Good Practices, which analyzes how sport can contribute to biodiversity conservation in 
sensitive natural areas, and support sustainable economic activity to promote develop-
ment in rural areas.

Green Cross Spain actively participated in numerous conferences dealing with sports and 
sustainability during 2010-2011, including the 10th Spanish National Congress of Environ-
ment in Madrid (November 2010); Sports and Tourism conference, Valencia (May 2010); 
Sports and Environment Conference organized by the Spanish Olympic Committee, Ma-
drid (May 2010); XIV International Forum on Tourism, Valencia (October 2011); and a 
European meeting on Nature and Sports, France (October 2011.)

“Leadership by Green Cross on sports and sustainability in Spain has increased national 
awareness on the issue and prompted intensive research on the links between sport and 
open spaces, especially protected areas, such as national and nature parks,” said Alberto 
Fraguas, executive director of Green Cross Spain.

In Argentina, Green Cross has also made impressive inroads in the area of sports and 
sustainability. During 2011, the City of Buenos Aires, through its Ministry of Environment 
and Public Spaces, and Green Cross Argentina launched a joint project to develop a “Sus-
tainable Sports” initiative in the nation’s capital. The project has also won support from 
the Argentine Olympic Committee.

As part of the joint-project, Green Cross will conduct research and develop strategies to 
help draft official policies on actions needed to make existing and new institutions, sports 
centers, recreational parks and green spaces environmentally sustainable. Green Cross 
will also help develop activities to reduce the impact sports have on the environment.

The project, called The Sustainable Development Programme in the City of Buenos Aires, 
was launched during a ceremony to recognize Argentinian athletes following the October 
2011 Pan-American Games. Efforts are ongoing to expand the project beyond Buenos 
Aires city in 2012.

At the same event, the Argentine Olympic Committee’s vice president, Alicia Morea, 
signed up to the related Green Card for Sports in Argentina initiative, which outlines the 
philosophy and steps needed to make sports more environmentally sustainable.
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Communications,
Partnerships
and Awards

Green Cross International and its national chapters have communicated widely through 
the media and its extensive networks to advocate for and promote behavioural and policy 
change during 2010 and 2011.

Through a series of highly placed editorials, Green Cross has pushed for action on the need 
for a Right to Water and Sanitation, as well as advocated for action against nuclear techno-
logy. Founding President Mikhail Gorbachev and President Alexander Likhotal were widely 
quoted ahead of the Swiss parliament’s eventual September 2011 vote to end the country’s 
reliance on nuclear energy.

2011 also marked the 80th birthday of President Gorbachev, a milestone that was marked 
with the April 2011 release of the book “Prophet of Change, From the Cold War to a Sustainable 
World”, which traces the evolution of his vision, in particular the origins and outcomes of his 
environmental commitments. The anthology features select speeches and writings by Presi-
dent Gorbachev and tributes from political contemporaries.

Prestigious environmental awards were presented to hundreds of people, including many 
children, around the world as well as received by Green Cross during 2010 and 2011. GCI 
teamed with United Nations partners UNEP and OCHA to hold the biennial Green Star 
Awards in 2011.

Green Cross International appointed a new director of communications, Paul Garwood, in 
September 2011. Paul joined Green Cross from the United Nations system and is an expe-
rienced journalist, working with The Associated Press news agency as well as journals in the 
United Kingdom, Egypt and his native Australia.

Work also started on the launch of a new GCI website, scheduled for release in early 2012.

Op-eds and publications
• A Farewell to Nuclear Arms, 9 October 2011, Project 

Syndicate
• Fukushima and the Future of Nuclear Power, 11 April 

2011
• Turning the Tide on World Water Day, 22 March 2011
• The Senate’s Next Task: Ratifying the Nuclear Test Ban 

Treaty, 28 December 2010
• Lets get serious about climate talks, 3 November 2010, 

New York Times
• Playing Russian Roulette with Climate Change - Project 

Syndicate October 2010
• The Right to Water, 16 July 2010, New York Times
• Chernobyl 25 years later: Many lessons learned, 1 March 

2010, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

Partnerships
Through a wide range of partnerships, Green Cross was 
able to conduct its advocacy and practical activities to pro-
tect humanity and promote environmental sustainability and 
security.

Civil society

Green Cross International has worked closely with multiple 
partners in the water sector to advance issues during 2010 
and 2011, such as the Right to Water and Sanitation and the 
UN Watercourses Convention. These include WaterFoot-
print, EndWaterPoverty, Water and Climate Coalition and 
the World Wildlife Fund.

Green Cross/Global Green USA established the Chemical 
Weapons Convention Coalition, a broad international coali-
tion of NGOs, think-tanks, academics, and experts, in 2010. 
The Coalition was founded to promote the nonprolifera-
tion and timely disarmament of chemical weapons and the 
peaceful uses of chemistry.

On nuclear weapons issues, we have collaborated actively 
with the Nuclear Weapons Working Group, a broad US co-
alition of NGOs and think-tanks in Washington DC deal-
ing with nuclear weapons-related activities and priorities, 
and the Fissile Material Working Group, an international 
civil society and think-tank coalition that supports the non- 
proliferation and reduction of weapons-grade nuclear  
materials.

On value and education-related maters, we continue to sup-
port the Earth Charter Initiative.
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Members of the Club of Rome and Club of Madrid remain 
strong supporters of the Climate Change Task force initia-
tive hosted by Green Cross International.

Governmental/intergovernmental

Our relationship with UNEP and OCHA continued in 2011 
with our joint-hosting of the Green Star Awards, which rec-
ognize real-life heroes from around the world who exercise 
courage and leadership in response to environmental disas-
ters and, more importantly, work tirelessly to prevent these, 
and establish measures to brace for their impact.

Global Green USA partnered with Ukraine’s ambassador 
to the US in 2011 to organize a conference on the 25th an-
niversary of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear catastrophe.  Both 
Ambassador Olexander Motsyk and Paul Walker, director 
of the Green Cross Environmental Security and Sustainabil-
ity Programme, pledged to organize annual events on the 
long-term consequences of the Chernobyl and Fukushima 
disasters.

Global Green USA partnered with Kazakhstan’s ambassa-
dor to the US in 2010 and 2011 to organize annual events 
around the United Nations “International Day without 
Nuclear Testing” and celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
closure of the former Soviet nuclear test site in Kazakhstan. 

Corporate

During the last two years, GCI has developed its existing 
private sector partnerships as well as launched new ones. 
Highlights include:

• TAG Heuer: GCI continued the collaboration that 
started in 2009 with the watchmaker linked to a cam-
paign with actor and environmental activist Leonardo 
DiCaprio. In 2011, TAG Heuer retrofitted its factory and 
headquarters – implementing radical resource efficiency 
measures – and inaugurated the largest solar roof in the 
Swiss-Romande region.

• Pureology: The global partnership with Pureology is 
now active in 19 countries. GCI is working with Pure-
ology on specific initiatives to reduce the water use of 
salons, their partners and clients. Specially developed fun-
draising campaigns have allowed Pureology to support 
Green Cross water projects, and during 2010 and 2011 
it supported the pilot phase of Smart Water for Green 
Schools in Ghana, as well as numerous other Green 
Cross water activities around the world.

• Giorgio Armani: In 2011, GCI launched an exciting 
new partnership with Giorgio Armani focused on pro-
viding safe drinking water for children and their com-
munities, initially in Ghana. Through the Acqua for Life 
campaign, over 27,000 people in Ghana are now benefit-
ting from clean water. The Acqua for Life challenge is a 
solidarity campaign on a global scale and with a strong 
focus on the Internet. The 2012 challenge supports pro-
jects in Ghana, Bolivia and China.

Awards 
Awards received

• 2010 German Environmental Awards, special prize to 
Mikhail Gorbachev, 31 October in Bremen, Germany 

• Gorbachev, Nazarbayev recognized for 1991 closure of 
Kazakhstan’s Semipalatinsk nuclear test site
In November 2011, Russian civil society organization 
Soyuz Semipalatinsk (Union of Semipalatinsk) presented 
GCI Founder Mikhail Gorbachev and Kazakhstan Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev awards for their efforts to 
close Kazakhstan’s notorious Semipalatinsk nuclear test-
ing site in 1991. Semipalatinsk was the Soviet Union’s 
main atomic weapon test venue.

• Russia’s top award, the order of St.  Andrew, presented to 
Mikhail Gorbachev, March 2011

• The Green Cross Environmental and Sustainability pro-
gramme, supported by Green Cross Switzerland, was 
recognized for a water and soil remediation project 
including community health response in Rudnaya River 
Valley, the largest lead smelting area of the former So-
viet Union. The project was awarded the Children’s En-
vironment and Health Plan for Europe Awards at the 5th 
Ministerial Conference of the WHO European Region on 
Environment and Health in March 2010 in Parma, Italy.

Awards given

Green Star Awards May 2011

The full list of 2011 winners is as follows:

• Dionysia-Theodora Avgerinopoulou, Member of the 
Greek Parliament

• Mary Catherine Comerio, Professor of Architecture, 
University of California, Berkeley

• The Blacksmith Institute, a US-based non-profit organ-
isation

• Environmental engineering firm TerraGraphics
• Artsen zonder Grenzen (Médecins Sans Frontières - 

Holland)
• Linda Norgrove (Posthumous Award)

Global Green Sustainable Design Awards November 2011

Global Green Millennium Awards

Gorbachev Awards (inaugural) March 2011

Green Lane Diary Awards

• Japan 

• Sri Lanka

• Australia

In My Homeland art contest, Belarus

Earth Charter Youth Contest

• Italy 

Smart Water for Green Schools drawing competition
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Green Cross 
Global network
Development

The global Green Cross network welcomed new members during 2010 and 2011 as the 
organization strived to solidify and expand its operations. 

Green Cross Australia and Ghana were confirmed as full 
members of the Green Cross family during the Green 
Cross General Assembly held in January 2010, as was  
Poland, which received this recognition during the annual 
meeting of the Green Cross International Board in Septem-
ber 2011. 

The three were upgraded to fully-fledged Green Cross na-
tional organizations from previously holding the status of a 
“preparatory committee.”

Two new preparatory committees were also established in 
the Republic of Korea (March 2010) and Austria (December 
2010).

Green Cross also revitalized its presence in France in 2011 
with the creation of Green Cross France et Territoires (GCF&T), 
an updated board and the nomination of a new executive 
director, Nicolas Imbert. Even by early 2012, GCF&T had reg-
istered strong results, including recruiting around 100 new 
members and more than 30 volunteers. 

Green Cross Australia and Ghana are actively involved in 
national and international projects, and work jointly on the 
Smart Water for Green Schools initiative, in collaboration 
with Green Cross International’s Water for Life and Peace 
programme. In Ghana, more than 20 communities, homes to 
over 30,000 people, have received access to safe drinking wa-
ter as a result of the efforts by Green Cross Ghana.

President of the Green Cross Poland Board, Prof.  Andrzej 
Mizgajski, said he and his staff were delighted that the organi-
zation’s efforts since its founding in February 2010 had been 
recognized by the Green Cross International Board.

“Our work concentrates mainly on creating the dialogue 
platform for representatives of different groups, including 
business, engaged in the relationship between humanity and 
the environment,” said Prof Mizgajski. “We would like to 
share our experience and actively participate in international 
Green Cross initiatives.”

The Green Cross preparatory committee in the Republic of 
Korea is one of four Green Cross national network members 
to have embraced the Environmental Diary initiative, while 
its Austrian counterpart has been an active supporter of our 
international water activities.

GCF&T has been developing local programmes, including re-
search activities on water pollution and an energy strategy. It 
is also developing an integrated approach for water, food and 
energy to end in commitments aimed at mitigating climate 
change.

Mara Bun, Green Cross Australia.

Green Cross France et Territoires team.

Mubarick Masawudu, Green 
Cross Ghana.

Green Cross Poland.

Green Cross Korea.
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GCF&T has also obtained the support of three key ambassadors: Isabelle Joschke (sailor), 
Bruno Sroka (kite surfer) and Franck Vogel (photo-reporter). GCF&T has also been accepted 
as as a registered partner of the “1% for the planet”, collecting funds from contributing com-
panies.

Among other activities conducted in 2011 by GCF&T include presentations by GCF&T Vice 
President and Secretary Luc Hardy on his polar expedition and the importance of climate 
change; and initiating a whale oil and gas risk assessment project. GCF&T President Jean-
Michel Cousteau contributed to more than six worldwide governance forums, specifically 
in the field of water security and pollution, and shared with authorities, stakeholders and 
groups of children on the importance to save water and the need for a broad approach for 
the water cycle.

Green Cross is represented in 31 countries by fully-fledged national organizations and pre-
paratory committees and a Green Cross information office in Taiwan. We are also active in 
other countries in Africa and Asia through the activities of our international programmes.

To establish a Green Cross National Organization in any given country, an entity must first 
be granted permission to establish a PrepCom (Preparatory Committee), which for a one-
year probationary period will have to commence activities and implement projects.  At the 
end of this period, a fully detailed report must be provided, after which Green Cross Inter-
national will grant full National Organization status, extend PrepCom status for another year 
or decide to discontinue the relationship with the organization.

Wangari Maathai’s environmental legacy will continue helping the world 

During 2011, the global Green Cross network 
mourned the passing of eminent environmentalist 
Wangari Maathai of Kenya.

Professor Maathai, a Nobel Peace Prize winner and 
founder of the Green Belt Movement, died on 25 
September 2011. She was a member of the Green 
Cross International Honorary Board and collabo-
rated closely for many years with Green Cross 
Sweden on peace and reconciliation projects in  
Kenya’s Rift Valley region. 

“Her leadership and work serves to enlighten us all that alleviation of poverty, sustainable 
development, preservation of our environment, establishment of truly democratic institu-
tions, and peaceful resolution of conflict are all integral parts of a safe and secure global 
future,” said GCI Founding President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

At a Green Cross event in 2009, Professor Maathai discussed the challenges facing human 
kind and the actions that the global population must undertake to save both our race and 
the planet. 

“We are now nearly 7 billion people, and those extra people also need land and water to 
continue to survive,” she said. “With the current trend of mass consumerism and greed, it 
will be us, and not the planet that is going to be extinct if we don’t change our attitudes. 
When you upset the balance in Africa, then the ripples will go out to Europe, this is inevi-
table. Please work every day towards doing something to protect the planet.” 

Tribute

Wangari Maathai (1940-2011)
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Board of Directors
Mikhail Gorbachev, Founding President, Green Cross International
Jan Kulczyk, Chairman, Green Cross International
Alexander Likhotal, President, Green Cross International (ex officio)
Sander Mallien, Treasurer (ex officio) & Green Cross Switzerland President
Sergey Baranovskiy, Green Cross Russia President
Ousséni Diallo, Green Cross Burkina Faso President
Shoo Iwasaki, Green Cross Japan President
Mohan Munasinghe, Founding Chairman, Munasinghe Institute for Development 
Celso Claro de Oliveira, Green Cross Brazil President
Scott Seydel, Global Green USA Chairman
Mario Soares, Former President and Prime Minister of Portugal

Honorary Board Members
H. E. Javier Perez de Cuellar, Peru 
Victor Danilov-Danilyan, Russia 
Wakako Hironaka, Japan 
Prof. Istvan Lang, Hungary 
Dr. Rudolphus Lubbers, The Netherlands 
Diane Meyer Simon, USA 
Pat Mitchell, USA 
Dr. Rita Levi Montalcini, Italy 
Adolf Ogi, Switzerland 
Robert Redford, USA 
Dr. Karan Singh, India 
Rabbi Awraham Soetendorp, The Netherlands 
David Suzuki, Canada 
Dr. Monkombu S. Swaminathan, India 
Princess Basma Bint Talal, Jordan 
Ted Turner, USA 
Dr. Yevgeny Velikhov, Russia  

Green Cross International Headquarters
Alexander Likhotal, President
Pierre Muller, Vice-President
Adam Koniuszewski, Chief Operating Officer
Marianne Berner, Head of Administration 
Ivelina Gueorguieva, Administrative and Project Officer
Karolina Skrybant, Advisor to the GCI Chairman & Assistant to the Board
Marie-Laure Vercambre, Director, Water for Life and Peace Programme
Xavier Guijarro, Director, Value Change Programme
Paul Garwood, Director of Communications 
Emma Dayan, Project Coordinator

Green Cross is present in over 30 countries 
Argentina, Australia, Austria*, Belarus, Bolivia, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Canada*, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France et Territoires, Ghana, Hungary, Italy, Japan,  
Jordan*, Republic of Korea*, Netherlands, Pakistan, Poland, Russia, Spain, Sri Lanka,  
Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan**, Ukraine, USA

** Denotes Green Cross prepcom (preparatory committee)
** Denotes Green Cross information office



Green Cross International
Activity Report 2010-11

Coordinated and written by Paul Garwood
Under the guidance of Alexander Likhotal and Adam Koniuszewski

Green Cross International

9-11, rue de Varembé
1202 Geneva
Switzerland
+41 22 789 1662
+41 22 789 1695
www.gcint.org

Design: Camille Pillon

For more information on GCI, please contact Paul Garwood,  
Director of Communications, at paul.garwood@gci.ch




